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Principal’s Comment             3 September 2021 

Kia ora, greetings to all parents, caregivers and friends of the school. 

Mid Term    

We are now past mid-term and about to enter Week 7 of the term.  Students 

are well and truly settled into online learning with a very small number back 

at school under Level 3.   

Once again, I would like to pass on my thanks to all our essential workers who 

seem to bear the brunt of COVID in so many ways.  My heart also goes out to 

all of you who are impacted financially by this latest lockdown.  Please let us know if there is anything we 

can do from the school end to help.  It is at times like these we really see the generosity of people and I 

thank those who have passed on kind words - you are an inspiration to us all. 

As I explained in the email I sent out on Wednesday, so many of our plans for this term have been 

interrupted and we gave some guidelines around possible date changes.  Could you please mark these on 

your calendars, and students enter these into your diaries?  For seniors, some of these date changes are 

significant and it is important you are preparing for them, particularly the school mock exams which will 

now take place in Term 4.  Some would ask, “why do we even need to have them?” The answer is simple.  

We need evidence for a derived grade.  If you are not able to do the end of year NCEA exams, due to 

illness, major injury or if COVID strikes again, you need to have been assessed against standards, in a 

similar setting, hence mock exams.  These exams also give you a very clear indication of how much you 

know, and any gaps that might need filling, therefore it is important you prepare well for them.   

Set up a study routine to go over past work.  Set aside time each day and be disciplined in this.  Look at 

and complete old exam papers which can be found on the NZQA website.  Ask your teachers specific 

questions about things you are not quite clear on.  Ask teachers for study tips.  In some ways COVID does 

present you with a little time to get started on this. 

Hopefully early next week we will hear news of a move down to Level 2.  It will be great to have students 

back at school in face-to-face settings.  But with Level 2 will come certain restrictions.  We do not know if 

this will look the same as last time or with new guidelines.  We will keep you posted as details come to 

hand. 

In discussions with my whanau students, they seem to all be in a positive space and getting on with the 

business.  However, I do hear that there are some students, particularly at Years 9 & 10 who are not 

presenting in classes.  Can parents please check on this and assist us in this?  If they are not engaging, 

please let us know if there are technical issues sitting in the background. 

In the meantime, please take care, be kind and I look forward to seeing everyone back under Level 2. 

 Principal 

Rick Geerlofs 

mailto:office@kvc.school.nz
http://www.kvcollege.co.nz/


Date Changes  

With different alert levels comes the disruption to school calendars.  So many events have had to be 
changed.  The following date changes have been confirmed, 
 

• 3 Way conferences were scheduled for next Tuesday 7th Sept.  These have been postponed and 
will now be held on Tuesday 28 September from 3.30 - 5.30pm.  On this day we will have a slightly 
earlier finish time of 2.30pm 

• The Sports & Cultural awards will still take place on 29 Sept. The format of this will be decided 
closer to the time. 

• School mock exams are being shifted to Term 4 week's one and two, from Thursday 21 through 
to Tuesday 26 October.   

• The Senior end of year prize giving will now be held on Monday 15 November.   
 

 
 

 

Attitude to Learning Reports 

Attitude to learning reports have been published in the edge parent portal today. Please log in to read 
these. Each teacher has entered one grade, which is a measure of student’s engagement with their 
online/home learning. Students will receive either a 1, 3 or 5.  
 

1 = The teacher has not had any online connection or communication with the student.  Or where online 

work was not possible, a hard pack of work was not collected. The teacher has no evidence of the student 
engaging with learning. 
 

3 = The teacher has had some (at least one) online connection or communication with the student. Or 

where online work was not possible, a hard pack of work was collected.  
 

5 = The teacher has had online connection or communication with the student and has seen evidence of 

them attempting and completing set work. 
 
Grades have been entered for all subjects for years 10-13, core subjects only for years 9. Year 7 & 
8 homeroom teachers have entered one grade for each student, and this can be found in the English 
subject. 

 

Important Dates: 
 

26 August 

28 September 

29 September 

21-26 October 

15 November 

1 December 

 

 

Brathwaite Centre Production – postponed 

3 Way Conferencing 3.30 -5.30pm 

Sports and Cultural Prizegiving 

Senior Assessment Week – Year 11-13 attend for assessments only 

Senior Prizegiving 

Teacher Only Day 



 
 
 

 
 
 
In our absence from the school grounds the rabbits are 
taking over! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruben Levens 9K finds Maths class a little 

different to usual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lockdown 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pets are helping teachers with their work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the classroom view has got a little longer. 

(Mrs Long’s view) 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
The Parent Group recently gave the library 
$300 to purchase more games for students 
to play in the Library during interval and 
lunchtimes. It is great to see students 
getting off their devices and socializing 
while playing these games together. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Library News 



 
  

 

Hi everyone.  

 

I hope you are all coping ok with lockdown and that you have managed to get outside and enjoy some 

physical activity during this period. We have certainly had some superb days over the last two weeks 

 

Winter Sports Updates 

There is not too much to report on in the way of sport but there are some updates from the different 

sports organisations regarding completing the winter sport season. 

 

Dunedin Netball Centre have issued a statement saying they hope to hold finals in all grades on 

September 11 however this will depend on alert levels and court availability. If they can’t take place on 

that date then there will be no finals.  The Year 7 & 8 season is now finished. 

 

The cancellation of the South Island Secondary Schools Netball Tournament for a second time has been 

a real disappointment for our Senior A Netball Team. 

 

Boys and Girls Football finals might be held but at this stage there has been no firm decision. 

 

I haven’t heard anything about hockey and it seems unlikely that basketball and miniball will resume for 

our teams.  

 

Rugby is finished now also. 

 

Summer Sports 

It is time to start thinking about Term 4 Summer Sport. Once I receive information from the sports 

organisations, I will be asking students to sign up.  

 

Senior Futsal should be starting soon and also Volleyball.  

 

Once we are back at school under COVID Level 2 we should a better idea of how things are going to 

look.  

 

Sports Photos 

Hopefully we can lock in a date for sports photos in the coming weeks. Students can hold on to their 

winter uniforms for now and we will collect them on the day of the photos. 

 

I look forward to seeing our students back at school soon.  

Stay well! 

 

 

 

Sports News 



 

Otago Polytechnic course enrolments for 2022 

If your child is intending to enrol at Otago Polytechnic next year, can I please encourage you to get onto 

this as soon as possible. I have heard from the Polytechnic's Liaison Advisor that several the courses are 

full already and two of the Construction courses have waitlists. If you need any help, please email Mrs 

Beagley at mabeagley@kc.school.nz 

 

 

STAR Holiday Courses 

The October holidays STAR courses programme is now available - please clock on the link below. 

 

https://www.kvcollege.co.nz/news/fortnightly-newsletter/ 

 

 If your young person is worried about credits and would like an opportunity to gain some extra credits 

without taking time out of school this is a good chance to do so, provided we are out of lockdown.   

 

There are a variety of courses offering both Level 2 & 3 credits. The Barista and Bartending courses are 

always popular and fill up quickly so if your young person would like to do one of these courses, please 

get them to email Mrs Beagley at mabeagley@kc.school.nz.  

 

 
Parent Career Resources 

Parent and/or caregiver engagement is an essential part of a young person’s career journey. They have 

the potential to influence their child’s career development, both positively and negatively.  

Parents foster the development of values, attitudes, and self-awareness in teens. Young people value 

parental support, especially during the career decision-making process. Parents’ own experience of 

education can influence young people’s decisions through sharing their journey and expectations. 

Parental engagement, in partnership with the school, is essential in supporting learning and career-

related activities. In contexts where there is a high level of parental support, young people are better 

able to develop their career management competencies, which support career and learning choices. 

Feel free to speak to Mrs Beagley for support around helping your teen. 

Over the next few newsletters, I will provide a collection of resources to help you support your young 

person on their career journey. This includes tips on how to talk to your teen about careers and 

understanding tertiary pathways, among other topics. See link below. 

https://www.kvcollege.co.nz/news/fortnightly-newsletter/ 

 

  

Careers 
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This month is Bee Aware month. 

Apiculture New Zealand has run Bee Aware Month in September for the last 12 years. This is an annual 

education programme looking at sharing the importance of bees and basic things we can do to improve 

bee health. They are keen to encourage Kiwis to plant more trees, spray less or not at all and to buy local 

honey.  

Bees need an ongoing supply of pollen and nectar throughout the year to be strong, healthy and resilient 

against the threats they face. These include pests, diseases, climate change, habitat loss and pesticide 

use. Planting for bees is a great way to look after these superheroes as they keep our gardens, food crops 

and native bush growing. 

Some plants are better for bees, and some produce better nectar and pollen than others. It is also a good 

idea to plan your planting around the seasons to ensure that there are regular food sources available 

throughout the year. 

There are various planting guides available for advice as to the best plants to put in your garden or around 

your land, that will have benefits to both the bees and the humans frequenting the space too!  

 

We have planted a variety of apple trees, pears, plums and quinces at the school farm. These provide a 

wealth of nutrients for bees, which in turn the bees pollinate our trees for us too. We have also started 

planting out the berry house with raspberries, blueberries and black currants, as well as a grape vine 

kindly donated by Eric. Our berry house will ensure that the birds cannot get at our fruit but that the bees 

and other pollinating insects can. 

We do also have a plan to plant out herbs and bee friendly flowers along our orchard bank as 

complimentary planting for our trees.  

 

If you want to try planting out for bees at home, then here are a few tips: 

1. Plant each plant in large groups, so that the bees can find the flowers. 

2. Plant simple flowers with lots of pollen and nectar. Some flowers are toxic to bees e.g., Azalea, 

Rhododendron and Karaka 

3. Avoid using sprays and pesticides, especially when the plants are in flower and during the day 

when bees are flying. 

4. Try and purchase pesticide free plants, as these can contaminate the whole colony and the honey 

they produce. 

5. Make safe shallow water sources available to the bees. Ties small ropes or threads to water butts 

so that the bees can climb out! 

6. Ideal plants for the kitchen and bees consist of: Blackberry, Chestnut, Giant Hyssop, Hazelnut, 

Hyssop, Oregano, Pineapple sage, Passionfruit, Quince and Thyme. 

Happy planting. 

 

For more information on Bee Aware month see our FaceBook page or visit www.apinz.org.nz 

 

 
 
 

Urban Farm 



 
  



 
 

Kidney Health New Zealand and Kidney Kids 
 

Support Kidney Health New Zealand and Kidney Kids to urgently raise $20,000 to help young 
people struggling with kidney disease – please circulate throughout your school newsletter 
thanks 
  
Kidney Health New Zealand and Kidney Kids have 
partnered with The Good Sell to be one of their 
upcoming campaigns for September. Our aim with this 
Campaign is to raise $20,000 to help young people 
struggling on dialysis who don't get to do many of the 
things that other youngsters do. This campaign is 
teaming up to support young people overcome the 
restrictions of dialysis and kidney disease and let them 
go to school regularly, play sport, and just hang out 
with their friends. 
  
How can you help? Start rummaging through your garage and find a few somethings that you could 
list on The Good Sell platform. All you have to do is wait for our launch on the 6th September, list 
your item and choose a percentage that you would like to donate to Kidney Health New Zealand. 
25%, 50%, 75% or even 100% are all options! 

 
 
            https://thegoodsell.co.nz/about-us 
 
 
  

Notices 

https://thegoodsell.co.nz/about-us


 
 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a little easier and you’ll be making a pro-planet choice 
too! The second-hand uniform shop sells a range of current regulation items in tidy, good, and even unbelievably 
good condition, which are priced against current retail prices. 

 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs and help restock our little shop.  The Uniform  Shop 
will buy uniform pieces based on their condition and its current stock levels. It cannot purchase  anything below 
the school’s minimum presentation standards and may decline to buy items of which it has  plenty. 

 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the parent group offer financial assistance to other  
aspects of student life at KVC. 

 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent Group.  You will find it in B block, open Mondays  from 4-
6pm, though other times can be arranged. If you have queries or would like a current list of  available pieces and 
prices, call Rae 027 276 8652. 


