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Principal’s Comment                                          20 August 2021 

Kia ora, greetings to all parents, caregivers and friends of the school. 

COVID    

Well, I am sure, like you, the fast response to a case of COVID in our community 

came as a little bit of a surprise.  I suspect we all knew it was coming, but maybe 

did not expect it so quickly.  I hope everyone is safe and looking out for each 

other.   

There is no doubt that this Delta variant poses a bit more of a risk in terms of its 

spread.  However, it is also important that we not get swept away with some of 

the hype that surrounds this lockdown.  NZ is, and remains, one of the safest 

places to be.  The Governments quick response is the best approach for containment, and we are very 

fortunate to be a in country that has acted so quickly. 

One of the most significant impacts of the rapid response was the inability of staff to be able to access 

the site and provide resources for students to take home.  We are hopeful that this may be possible at 

some point if the lockdown continues.  The Ministry of Education MOE are working on such a scenario.  

When/if this is allowed for, we will be in touch with plans of distributing materials. 

Over the past few days, we have been communicating through emails so if you are not receiving these 

from the school, please let us know by emailing the office at office@kvc.school.nz. 

This newsletter is very much an abbreviated version of what would normally come out.  However, we 

wish to try and continue with as many of the schools’ functions that the lockdown rules will allow. 

In yesterday’s email I mapped out what learning looked like for this week and what it MAY look like next 

week if the lockdown is extended.  Below is a repeat of some of that information. 

By now teachers of Yr 11 - 13 ākonga (students) will have been in touch about work for this week.  In the 

case of an extended lockdown next week, this is what ākonga and whānau should expect: 

 

Senior (NCEA) ākonga: all subject kaiako (teachers) will commence online teaching. 

Subject teachers will contact their students with the details. 

Year 10 ākonga: Core (English, Maths, Science. Social Studies, PE) and option teachers will 

commence online teaching. Subject teachers will contact their students. 

Year 9 ākonga: Core teachers will commence online teaching. There won't be online learning for 

modules. Core subject teachers will contact their students. 

Year 7 & 8 ākonga: Homeroom teachers will commence online teaching. There won't be online 

teaching for modules. We are working towards al work for Year 7 & 8 be channelled through the 

homeroom teacher to avoid large numbers of emails to our younger students.  Homeroom 

teachers will contact their students. 
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I would also like to take the opportunity of thanking you the community for your support over these 

interesting times.  Many of you have expressed your support and passed on kind words of 

encouragement.  We are very appreciative of this.   

 

With the onset of COVID there have been many cancellations/postponements, and this is very true of 

school events.  The school’s calendar may be thrown into turmoil, and we cannot at this point guarantee 

with certainty if any planned event will happen.  We will take each week at a time and continue to put 

important dates in the newsletters.   

Whānau and ākonga can also go onto the schools Facebook page where more information may be 

available.  Once again, a huge thank you for your support during this time.  We will keep in touch. 

  

Principal  
Rick Geerlofs 
 

 
 

  
 

 

Working from home with 
pets, children, and 
different office views. 
 
  

Important Dates: 
 

26 August 

29 Aug-5 Sept 

*7 September 

13 - 17 Sept 

20-24 September 

29 September 

1 December 

 

Brathwaite Centre Production 

Winter Tournament Week 

3 Way Conferencing – All students attend for appointments only 

Polyfest 

Senior Assessment Week – Year 11-13 attend for assessments only

Sports and Cultural Prizegiving 

Teacher Only Day 

Date changed from Thursday 9 September 



  



 
 

Science Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Here are a couple of snaps 
from Science Club on 
Tuesday - operating the 
trebuchet in a display of 
applied Physics. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Geography and History 
 

A field trip to the Hocken Library on Monday afternoon to 

view original maps and photos of Dunedin's early settlement. 

Also visiting the Highcliff Rd Soldier's Memorial to obtain a 

panoramic view of the city and think about what natural 

advantages the city's site had for early Māori and European 

settlers.  

 

 

 

 

 

A great time getting outside of the classroom, and to 

take photographs of the city to work on geography 

sketching skills in class.  
 

 

  

Activity Reports 



Art 
 
 
 
 
Y12 & 13 drawing and painting 
work that is going on display at 
the Dunedin School of Art.  
 
1. Talia Low Y12 Photo 

2. Sophie Arthur Y13 Painting 

3. Renee Haldene Y13 Photo 

4. Yuko YoshimataY13 Painting 

5. Maddison Walker Y13 Painting 

6. Alysha Waihongi Y12 Painting 

7. Brie Dassler Y13 Painting 

8. Wesley-Tang Chi Kit Y13 

Painting 

9. Maiya Hunter Y12 Painting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Football 

 

The Boys Football team played Mountain View College from Timaru 

on Monday and came away 5-3 winners.  

Liam Prent scored a hat trick.  

 



Outdoor Ed/PE 
 

Year 7 - 10 Physical Education classes are 
studying modified games at the moment. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Outdoor Pursuits students played Frisbee Golf at 
Chingford Park last week. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 9 & 10 students have been working on 
Olympics themed topics for the last few weeks. 
Classes competed in Olympic style Social Studies 
and Maths quizzes. All students were very 
engaged in these activities which was pleasing to 
see. 
 

  



Science 
 

 

 

7BD completed an experiment to test how different colours 

affect the amount of radiation emitted by hot objects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They put boiling water in silver, white and black containers 

and measured how the temperature of the water changed 

with time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9V completed a cow's eyeball dissection as part of their light topic and to help them understand the 

different parts of the eye and their function. 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

9V learned about vision and the eye and 

built labelled playdoh models of the eye 

highlighting the key parts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Brathwaite Centre 



 

 
  

Kura Reo Rakatahi 

Te Pae Māhuri, Dunedin Māori Youth Council, are proud to announce Kura Reo Rakatahi, in partnership 

with He Waka Kotuia and Kotahi Mano Kāika 

• FREE WĀNAKA  

• October 3rd-6th  

• Ages 13 - 18  

• Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced Reo classes 

• 40 spaces available  

 

This is a pōwhiri to all Māori youth across the Ōtākou region. If you want to learn more about your 

Māoritaka and explore Kāi Tahu kōrero in a safe and creative environment this wānaka is for you.  

 

Ko te piko o te māhuri, tērā te tipu o te rākau  

 

REGISTER NOW 

 https://forms.gle/NTpvxBNEqstiouSA7 

 

 

 

 

Matua Sam Chadwick is member of this 

youth council and can help students 

apply for this. 

sachadwick@kvc.school.nz 

  

Māori and Pasifika News 

https://forms.gle/NTpvxBNEqstiouSA7?fbclid=IwAR0cx_VRcaPzXh0U3TbOYaaT2727I95NGgIJNG4yeWfq9ShG2jGPFUUtcDc
mailto:sachadwick@kvc.school.nz


 
 
Work still going on behind the scenes at the farm. We have three students working occasionally at the 
farm to further enhance their ‘skills for employment’.  
This involves working in more detail on some of the key competencies such as conversations; having a 
chat and being able to explain themselves or talk in detail about a subject they love and then to try with 
something they are not so familiar with; thinking skills and how the students can navigate a problem 
they come across.  
For example, we had a broken wheel on the wheelbarrow, and we have tools but not the right one to 
undo the bolts, but with a bit of thinking and problem solving they used two different tools to do the 
job of the missing spanner! Lots of work that we do on the farm is a perfect place for students to allow 
thinking and problem solving to develop.  
Managing themselves is also an area that can be developed whilst working outside by persevering and 
finishing the task/s set, making mistakes, and working out what will work better.  
There is often no right or wrong at the farm, just an easier way to do things! 
 
We’ve been looking at Health and Safety in the workplace, relating to what tools we use and how we 
work at the farm, or outside in general. Some of the students are becoming very adept at recognising 
the risks and what should be done and then challenging others positively and explaining the correct 
procedures to follow.  

 
 
This week Harry has installed a screwdriver rack for me in 
the barn, Stephen has begun fixing the wheel on the barrow 
and Riki has transferred some of his geometric art designs to 
the inside of the barn door- all work in progress.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
To keep your brain working try this riddle: 
I speak without a mouth and hear without ears. I have no 
body, but I come alive with wind. What am I? 
 

Urban Farm 



Upcoming Event 

Advanced notice for everyone to get involved. More info to follow, closer to the day, 

so watch this space. 

 

Wig Wednesday 

8th September   



 
 

 

 

Notices 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a 

little easier and you’ll be making a pro-planet choice too! The 

second-hand uniform shop sells a range of current regulation 

items in tidy, good, and even unbelievably good condition, which 

are priced against current retail prices. 
 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs 

and help restock our little shop.  The Uniform  Shop will buy 

uniform pieces based on their condition and its current stock 

levels. It cannot purchase  anything below the school’s 
minimum presentation standards and may decline to buy items 

of which it has  plenty. 
 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the 

parent group offer financial assistance to other  aspects 

of student life at KVC. 
 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent 
Group.  You will find it in B block, open Mondays  from 4-6pm, 
though other times can be arranged. If you have queries or 
would like a current list of  available pieces and prices, call Rae 

027 276 8652. 


