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Principal’s Comment                9 July 2021 
 

Kia ora, greetings to all parents, caregivers and friends of the school. 

Another term gone! 
Half a year gone and we are on the downward slide to Christmas (169 days to go!)  
The days are ever so slowly getting longer and hopefully the weather will start to 
warm up again.  For those heading to the snow fields over the holidays, I suspect the 
snow will be good. 

Term two of 2021 seems to have been a long one and I think everyone is ready for a 
break, students and teachers alike.  There have been many events packed in over 
the last few weeks and I suspect that too has impacted on energy levels.  We kicked 

it off with the Year 10 camp which was a great success and students had a wonderful time. I certainly enjoyed my 
time there, but I am sure it will be a camp that Mr Dodds will never forget, having only just returned to school in 
the last couple of weeks from an injury sustained on the day walk.  School camps are one of those events that 
many reflect back on years later as being one of the highlights of their time at school.   

Another of those, is the school 
production, this year titled, “High 
School Spoof-ical”.  This was yet 
another opportunity for us to 
showcase the many talents that our 
students possess and it is no real 
surprise that this was enjoyed by the 
audiences on Thursday and Friday 
nights.  One of the things that excited 
me this year about our production, 
was the number of new lead 
singers/performers and this bodes 
well for future years.  May I thank all staff and students who contributed to this show for the time and energy you 
devoted to putting this on for us to enjoy. 

On Saturday night I had the pleasure of attending the school formal for Years 
12 and 13 students.  Last year this was shrunk to Year 13s only due to numbers 
allowed to gather under COVID restrictions.  That meant the Year 12s missed 
out and so they really enjoyed the opportunity of attending this year as Year 
13s.  As we stood at the door to greet the students as they arrived, it was quite 
impressive, how great they looked and the way they conducted themselves in 
introducing themselves and their partners.  A great night was held by all in a 
great venue.  Again my thanks to the student committee as well as Ms Bennett 
who organised this event. 

Along the way there have been many individual successes achieved by 
students throughout the term and we pass on our congratulations for another successful term.  To our seniors, 
we remind you that NCEA exams as well as school mock exams are actually not that far away, so some revision 
time over the holiday break would be a very smart move. 
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KVC OPEN NIGHT 
Monday 2 August 

6.15 for a 6.30pm start 
Parking will be available on the front tennis courts 

 

The first week of term 3 will see us building up to our Open Night to be held on Monday 2nd August, 6.15pm for a 
6.30pm start.  Please do spread the news, it would be great to have a big turn-out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As this is the last newsletter for the term, I would like to take this opportunity of publicly thanking the staff for 
their efforts.  Teaching is not a job that is getting easier.  Every year new challenges are thrown in front of us that 
only increase our workloads.  Schools seem to continuously inherit responsibilities that in decades gone by used 
to sit in the home, or with various services.  Our staff are committed to providing the best opportunities for all of 
our students so I say a big “Thank You”! 

 

Principal 
Rick Geerlofs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Important Dates: 

26 July   First day Term 3 

2 August   Open Night 6.15pm – All students finish at 1pm 

5 August  Teacher Only Day (NCEA changes) – All students no classes 

26 August    Brathwaite Centre Production 

29 Aug-5 Sept  Tournament Week 

9 September  3 Way Conferencing – All students attend for appointments only 

13 - 17 Sept  Polyfest 

20-24 September Senior Assessment Week – Year 11-13 attend for assessments only 

 

 
 



Pride Draw 
 
During assembly on Tuesday our Head students drew the following students’ names out of Mana.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to: 
Alyssa Evans 7BD  James Pedersen 8RM    Tamati Unahi 9RMB 
Lillian Holmes 10RCT  Sam Batchelor 11KBM  Eowyn Fitzgerald 12KBB 
Paige Patrick 13 
 
The lucky staff member to receive a coffee voucher was Mr Murphy.  
 
Vajk Peter took great pleasure in accepting the Pride House Cup as Matai House 
Captain, the first opportunity he has been able to do this during 2021. 
 
A summary of the House Points for the Pride Cup: 

 

Mātai 330 
Kōwhai 301 

Tōtara 281 
Rātā  266 

 
Well done to all our students who are reflecting our school values and earning Pride cards. 
 

 

Course Selections for 2022 

All students in years 9, 10, 11 and 12 have been issued a course selection booklet and subject selection sheet. 

This information has also been emailed home. 

Year 9 students need to enter their subject selections into the google form shared via email and hand in the 

paper copy to their Whānau teacher by Friday 30th July. 

Year 10, 11 and 12 students need to enter their subject selections in edge via the student portal and hand in the 

paper copy to their Whānau teacher by Friday 30th July. 

 

 

  



 
 

Matariki Week 
 
We chose this week to celebrate Matariki at school with a series 

of events. We started with a Quiz testing everyone’s general 

knowledge during Whānau time. The winning Whānau was KPJ - 

Ka mau te wehi!  

 

On Tuesday, the whole school learnt about each whetu o Matariki 

in assembly, with a video from the Sandman, Marcus Winter.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our kapa haka, Maranga Rangatahi, stood for its 

first performance for the school for the year. New 

members are welcome. We practise Fridays 3-

4.30pm and Sundays 2-4pm in the school hall.  

 

Further Matariki celebrations were Māori games in the gym on Wednesday, and on Thursday a shared lunch for 

our Māori and Pasifika students to end the week. We encourage everyone to learn more about Matariki and find 

more opportunities for celebration in the community.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Activity Reports: 



Science 
 

 

7BD completed an experiment to test the heat conducting 

properties of various materials: plastic, wood, paper and metal by 

placing them in boiling water with a bead attached with wax (that 

melts from the heat faster with better conductors).  

 

 

 

 

 

9V completed an experiment blowing bubbles to measure their lung capacity: with the 

formula diameter of bubble cubed x 0.000262 to get the lung volume in litres.  

 

 

 

 

9V Science students built functional lung models: where the diaphragm (a large 

balloon at the bottom of the upper part of a bottle) can be pulled down or pushed 

up to simulate its motion in the human body. The lungs (small balloons linked to 

straws for the trachea and bronchi) then inflate from the drop in pressure when 

the diaphragm comes down, and deflate from the increase in pressure when it 

comes up.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7BD lit empty cylinder-shaped tea bags on fire to make them fly from the upwards convection current created 

inside the bag from the heated air.  

 

 

 

7BD created colourful convection currents in water by placing a conical 

flask filled with cold water on top of another conical flask filled with hot 

water that had food colouring added to it. The colourful hot water then 

rose from the bottom flask to the top flask as hot water is lens dense than 

cold water creating a trail of colours until the top flask was all coloured 

up. 

 

  



PE/Outdoor Education 
 
 

 

Year 13 PE students are running leadership activities again 

this week with 7Bd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 Outdoor Education students up at the Soldiers Monument 

before the cold weather set in on Tuesday afternoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 Bd students had their last session working with the PED300 

students on Wednesday this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Pursuits students visited Ross Creek on 

Wednesday afternoon. 

  



 
Haere rā Maddie 
Farewell to Maddie!  Maddie has worked with us as a 
teacher aide in term 2 on a short term contract as she is 
heading away back to her studies in the USA next term. She 
has fitted in with our team perfectly, has done a fantastic 
job working in general with our students and in supporting 
one particular senior student very closely. As you can see in 
the photo below she loves to join in all the activities, is very 
enthusiastic (giving Omar a run for his money below!) and 
has shown great initiative and insight in her role. Maddie 
we wish you all the best for your continuing studies and 
would love to catch up with you when you are next back in 
the country! 
 
Numeracy Work 
The Centre has purchased some cool, new maths resources which help with activities such as counting, sorting, 
ordering and comparing etc. Here the students are fully engaged using them in one of their maths lessons. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Damion      Omar     Lukas 
 
Matariki  
Students have been making beautiful Matariki 
lanterns with Ms Whyman. As you can see from the 
photos they are made from everyday materials – lolly 
sticks and baking paper, but when designs are drawn 
on them and they are coloured in they look very 
effective. They have a little flashing LED tea light in 
them to light them up. The work was completed as 
part of the students’ topic work for this term which 
has been ‘Tourists in our own city’. This linked in to 
the tourist attraction of the mid-winter carnival which 
was held the other weekend.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

Brathwaite Centre 



 
 

Lots of activity on the farm over the last few weeks, we have been promised 2x 1000l containers so that we can 

collect more water for our plants. In the meantime Mr Murphy and his Year 12 students have made a platform for 

the containers to stand on and painted it with weather resistant paint to help preserve it. Whilst we wait for the 

containers, the group have linked four water barrels together to make the most of the rain as it comes! We are 

testing the pressure to see if we can run a hose from the tap. This would be a huge advantage and enable us to 

start to think about an irrigation system for the summer. Two of our year 9 students created mesh lids to stop the 

leaves from falling into the water, and Linkin was brave enough to climb the supported ladder to fit them.  

 

Over the past two terms, we have had two groups of 

students visit the farm for two periods once a week. We 

have used this time to engage them with projects for 

their minds and bodies, looking at communication skills, 

alternative methods of looking at activities, 

consequences if it goes wrong, what can we do to 

resolve the plan if it hasn’t worked and finally reflecting 

on the day, the session, even the week?  

 

All of these skills have been evident throughout these 20 weeks and the students have created some amazing 

projects, conversations and plans during this time, whilst developing their problem solving skills too. 

These weeks have seen them:  

 build from scratch a ‘no dig’ garden bed, plant with turnips, beetroot, kale, 

onions and broccoli.  

 create a bug cover for their beds with waratahs and net.  

 create log reindeers, as well as chop gum trees for another Christmas project. 

 coppice the trees in the forest. 

 install possum traps, measure.  

 make and paint signs for our orchard, learning the Latin, English and Māori 

names for the trees.  

 make soup from their vegetable harvest - a few marshmallows were lost in 

the making of the fire to cook the soup! 

 explore the science lab finding the connections between the farm, foods and 

the science room.  

 

The Brathwaite Centre have been maintaining their visits to the farm, especially 

Omar who has been keeping me company during the lunch breaks. Omar 

started off being very wary of all our animals and would 

run in the opposite direction if he saw a chicken or the 

dog. It has been such a pleasure seeing this young man 

grow in confidence to the point where he can now sit next 

to the dog (I had to stop him feeding her his lunch!), 

stroke her and today he walked her back to the Centre on 

her lead. A very smiley moment for both of us.  

 

Enjoy the break.  

 

 

Urban Farm 



 
 
University of Otago Scholarship Tutorial 

Year 13 students, who are intending to study at Otago next year, attended a tutorial run by the University’s 

Scholarship Manager. Students were shown the website and given instructions on how to work through the 

application process online. Helpful advice and tips were given. Students are urged to create a Word document 

first, to ensure they have a record of their application and, to make it easier to keep to the character limits. It is 

vital that students get someone to proof read their application. I would strongly encourage students to complete 

their word document over the holidays.  

Applications close 15 August. 

 https://www.otago.ac.nz/future-students/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/ 

 

Money Hub 

A very useful website that has scholarship information for all Universities as well 

as other organisations, who offer scholarships. Money Hub provides a list of all 

scholarships available to 2021 Year 13 students who are intending to study at 

university in 2022.  

https://www.moneyhub.co.nz/scholarships-nz.html 

There is also a helpful section on tips when applying for scholarships. 

 

University of Otago Enrolment Tutorial 

Greg Heller, the Liaison Advisor for the University, will be visiting KVC on 23 August to meet with students who 

are intending to enrol at Otago in 2022. Greg will explain to students how to set up and navigate the Universities 

eVision account. He will discuss major and minor subjects plus the number of papers to take etc. Students need 

to make sure they attend this important tutorial. 

 

University of Otago School of Surveying 

This week hosted Year 13 students who are interested in studying Surveying and Geographic Information 

Systems. Students were given a brief overview of the surveying programme. The unseasonal weather allowed 

them to work both in the computer lab and outside in the field, so students would have received a reasonable 

insight into some of the basics of surveying life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers/Gateway 
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The University of Otago is hosting Virtual Open Day on Thursday 29 July from 3:30 to 7:30pm  

  

Attending Virtual Open Day is a great option to explore all that Otago has to offer. You’ll find virtually everything 

you need to know about living and learning at Otago in our virtual expo hall: 

  

 Peek inside and explore each of our 14 residential colleges 

 See the Dunedin campus for yourself – take a virtual campus tour 

 Learn about scholarships and other key services available to students 

 Check out over 100 short presentations from academic programmes and courses 

 Tune into the Virtual Open Day LIVE segment to hear about life at Otago from those who know it best – 

our students. 

Our helpful staff will also be on hand throughout the event to answer your questions via live chat. 

  

This is an excellent opportunity for students and parents to interact with the University of Otago and learn more 

about course options, scholarships, accommodation and other services available at Otago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The end of the term has come around very quickly. Most sports will have about 4 to 5 weeks of games left in Term 

3 and all will be finished up by August 27. 

 

Badminton for Years 9-13 is finished but there will be a Year 7&8 competition running through Term 3. If any 

Junior College students are interested, please contact me to register. 

 

Years 11-13 Volleyball and Futsal will run a condensed competition towards the end of Term 3 and this will finish 

early in Term 4 just before Senior NCEA exams commence. 

 

The Co Ed Tournament took place last Thursday. There were over 400 students involved across 6 sporting codes. 

Congratulations to Kavanagh College who took the trophy with the most points across the competition. 

 

Have a safe and relaxing break and we will see you all back on the courts and fields in Term 3. 

 

 
  

Sports 



 

 
 

 

   
  

Notices 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a 
little easier and you’ll be making a pro-planet choice too! The 
second-hand uniform shop sells a range of current regulation 
items in tidy, good, and even unbelievably good condition, which 
are priced against current retail prices. 

 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs 
and help restock our little shop. The Uniform Shop will buy 
uniform pieces based on their condition and its current stock 
levels.  It cannot purchase anything below the school’s 
minimum presentation standards and may decline to buy items 
of which it has plenty. 

 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the 
parent group offer financial assistance to other aspects 
of student life at KVC. 

 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent 
Group.  You will find it in B block, open Mondays from 4-6pm, 
though other times can be arranged.  If you have queries or 
would like a current list of available pieces and prices, call Rae 
027 276 8652. 



 


