KAIKORAI VALLEY COLLEGE
LEARNING SUPPORT PROCEDURE
RATIONALE
At Kaikorai Valley College we are committed to providing a learning environment where our
students become lifelong learners, striving for personal excellence in academic achievement,
cultural endeavour and the sporting arena.
One aspect of this sees a Learning Support (LS) Department focused on providing support
and care for students who find learning difficult because of special educational needs, mental
or physical health issues, plus literacy and/or numeracy problems. This includes students
affected by a wide range of general learning disabilities, including diagnosed learning
problems such as Dyspraxia, Dyslexia or other Specific Learning Difficulties and diagnosed
learning/behavioural difficulties such as ADHD or ASD (Autism Spectrum Disorder).
OBJECTIVES
1. To maintain learning support consistent with the Charter and Policies of the Board of
Trustees.
2. To identify students who have learning difficulties, including diagnosed learning
difficulties, and ensure they are provided with additional assistance through the school’s
LS programme.
3. To work closely with the Brathwaite Centre (BC) to ensure additional assistance is
provided where needed.
4. To support the professional development of staff in order to better identify and provide for
the different learning needs of students.
5. To promote a positive and inclusive school culture.
DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this document the Department/LS committee includes: HOD Learning
Support/Special Education Needs Coordinator (SENCO), a representative of the SMT,
RTLB, senior teacher aides, general teacher aides, and the teachers of the current Year 9 &
10 Learning Support classes.
GUIDELINES
1. At the beginning of the year, and other times of enrolment, the HOD, assisted by LS staff
undertake surveys and screening processes to determine support needs and resource
priorities. This includes requests and input from teaching staff.
2. All recommendations and decisions taken by the LS Department communicated to staff
by quick and appropriate means.
3. The LS Department/committee meet at least once per term.
4. Attendance at meetings will usually be open to other staff should they wish to attend.
Staff will be informed of these meetings and the agendas and minutes will be available.
5. Regular communication between the HoDs of the LS department and BC ensures that
these departments work closely together. This may include attending each others
department meetings.
6. In some cases outside agencies may work with identified students who have particular
learning or health needs. In many of these cases an individual educational programme
(IEP) is required. These are updated twice a year, and meetings are run by the SENCO
and RTLB in consultation with the student, parents or caregivers, teachers and the dean.
Below are some general guidelines/explanations of other support structures that are put in
place to support learning as funding and staffing permit.

Learning Support Classes – Years 7 - 10 (Streaming)
Junior College
In the Junior College, Maths classes are streamed. The lowest streamed class has a
teacher-aide every period. For English, within each Homeroom the teacher runs abilitygrouped reading, spelling and often writing groups. Each class has one or two hours of small
group Literacy Support per week with a teacher aide working on reading and writing skills to
supplement the classroom programme. Students may cycle in and out of this group as needs
arise. We endeavour to provide other teacher-aide support in Homeroom and module
classes where needs arise and funding permits.
Year 9 and 10: Selection
When there is a core group of at risk students we provide a Learning Support class at Year 9
and/or 10. Students are identified as underachieving in English, Maths and other core
subjects in Year 8 from common assessments (such as AsTTle and PAT) and overall
teacher judgments (National Standard achievement of Well Below/Below end of year 8) and
Year Level Deans observation and judgments. Homeroom teachers may have suggested
the Learning Support class may be appropriate at Parent-Teacher interviews the previous
year. Students new to KVC in Year 9 often need assessed as to their placement in a
Learning Support class. Letters to parents are send home at the start of the year by HOD
Learning Support, inviting students to be part of the class.
What Do They Learn?
At KVC mixed ability Year 9 classes aim at working within Level 4, and Level 5 of the NZC.
A Learning Support class may range from ORS Funded and other students working at Level
1, and others working within Levels 2-3-4. We endeavour to have some primary trained
teachers working with these students. Where possible students do general common
assessment tasks but programmes are adapted to the needs of Learning Support students,
with more scaffolding and a focus on basic skills. Integrated units are taught where possible.
We also explicitly teach basic spelling, reading and writing and mathematics skills. Students
usually spend two years in the Learning Support class, although there is movement in and
out as needs arise.
General:
1. Teacher Aide Support is given for the majority of core periods and some option
classes.
2. Applications for RTLB support are made each year for Learning Support classes,
which means one of the RTLBs working in our school can adapt programmes and
provide teacher support.
3. Towards the end of Year 10, Learning Pathways meetings with students from the
Year 10 Learning Support class are held to discuss subject choices and plan life in
the senior school and beyond. These are facilitated by the SENCO, Year 10 Dean
and/or Deputy Principal.
4. By the end of Year 10, the HOD of Learning Support with RTLB support will complete
a screening process of students who meet NCEA Special Assessment Conditions
(SAC) criteria, in consultation with Heads of Departments, Deans and Deputy
Principals. Following this, diagnostic assessment and applications for SAC can take
place at the end of year 10 and start of Year 11/12/13 each year.
Learning Support in Year 11 - 13
1. We endeavour to provide general teacher aide support in classes with a number of
students who need support with gaining their Literacy or Numeracy Credits in
particular. In the past these have included the 103/203 Unit Standard core courses
(English, Maths, Science) and practical courses with a higher theory content such as
Technology or Physical Education.

2. A number of students have Special Assessment Conditions (e.g. Reader/Writer) who
require on-going teacher aide help during assessments throughout Years 11-13.
3. In line with the A.R.T. initiative and Vocational Pathways, the Learning Support
Department has purchased and can provide support for NZQA Supported Learning
Units, which are simpler NZQA-approved NCEA workbooks and assessments. These
provide a way for at risk students to experience success in the senior school, working
towards a 41 credit qualification called the ‘Work and Community Skills Certificate.’
4. All senior students have ‘Beginning of the Year’ interviews with deans and parents
and their progress is tracked carefully by HOD’s, Deans and the SMT.
General
1. At fortnightly Pastoral meetings the HOD Learning Support disseminates latest
information and is updated by the rest of the pastoral team on issues or needs.
2. The HOD Learning Support meets regularly with the senior teacher aides to discuss
concerns or needs.
3. The HOD Learning Support and RTLBs work together on funding applications for
assistive technology, extra teacher aide time or other resourcing where appropriate.
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