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Principal’s Comment                29 October 2021 

I trust and hope that you enjoyed the long weekend.  My wife and I 

took the opportunity to travel to Greymouth and cycle the wilderness 

trail from Greymouth to Ross.  Whilst it was a long way to travel the 

trip was well worth it.  The scenery on the West Coast is absolutely 

stunning and provided us with many lasting memories.  If you are into 

cycling or considering taking it up I would highly recommend this trail. 

We are now two weeks into the term and believe it or not, only 8 weeks 

away from Xmas! 

Normally at this time of the year we would be saying our farewells to seniors in their week ahead but this 

year, like last year, with the pandemic we see them staying on for an additional week.  I am sure the staff and 

students will very much value this extra time. 

By now our seniors will be receiving their school examination results.  As whanau you can also view these on 

the portal.  These results will inform students of what needs to be done in the weeks ahead.  Please discuss 

this with them and ensure some really good study routines are in place to help them prepare for NCEA exams 

which are only two weeks away. 

With COVID reaching the South Island, and the level 2 restriction currently in place, the likelihood of a senior 

prizegiving where members of the public are able to attend are starting to look very slim.  We realise that 

this will be devastating for some who wanted to celebrate their last function at school with family.  At the 

moment the thinking is that we will be having a prizegiving on the morning of Monday 15 November.  We 

will live stream this so parents can view this either at the time or after the event.  This live stream will be by 

invitation only and a link would be sent to you.  It is really important that parents do not attempt to come to 

the school for this function as under the health guidelines you would be turned away.  While we understand 

the disappointment, we are required to keep everyone safe.  More details will be sent out to you in the weeks 

ahead. 

School Leaders 

Over the last 11 months many of our students have represented our school at various functions, taking on 

leadership responsibilities that have required them to give up a good amount of their free time.  For our Head 

Students this has also meant running our fortnightly assemblies.   

Our Head students Lachie Colquhoun, Jalena Harris, Isaac Duggan and Brie Dasler have done us proud.  The 

school will hear from Lachie and Jalena at the senior prizegiving, when they will give a valedictory speech and 

announce our new Head Students for 2022.  We thank all four for their contribution throughout the year. To 

all of our other school leaders, we likewise say a huge thank you for your contribution to the life of the school 

in 2021.  On behalf of the Board, staff, students and the community we wish you all the best for whatever 

lies ahead. 

  

mailto:office@kvc.school.nz
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With the closing of one year comes the planning for the next, and last week we heard from seven candidates 

who aspire to be our Head Students for next year. After a voting process this has been narrowed to four, who 

will be interviewed by a panel next week, and the positions announced in the senior prizegiving.  I must say, 

I was incredibly impressed by the students who put themselves forward, and the way they spoke to staff and 

their peers in that assembly. 

  

Strategic Planning: Parent/Whānau/Community Consultation  

Each year the Board of Trustees of Kaikorai Valley College sets goals, for the coming year, that it wants to 

focus its attention on.  These goals form part of a document called the strategic plan or charter and this is 

submitted to the Ministry of Education for approval in February.  

Like all schools, we are continually looking to improve outcomes for students and explore ways in which we 

might fulfil our vision of ‘Opportunity and Success for All’. 

Our vision statement of ‘Opportunity and Success for All’ is evident throughout the school. Students have 

many opportunities to learn in relevant, authentic and innovative contexts. Students who need extra help 

are well supported.  Students leaving school are guided well to take appropriately planned pathways to 

further learning, training or employment. 

As we all know, the core business of any school is student achievement and for that reason, our number one 

goal will always focus on setting achievement targets.  This priority is then supported by a number of other 

goals that sit underneath it and help us to identify areas in which we believe there is room for improvement.  

We are very interested in your input into this process and would ask that if you have any ideas could you 

email (office@kvc.school.nz) these to us by our next Board meeting to be held on 24 November.   

The Board will then collate these responses for consideration at its meeting.  

This is your chance to have a say in the strategic planning of your school! 

 

Principal 

Rick Geerlofs 
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School Event Date Changes 
 
Due to lockdown rules around gatherings at different alert levels, we have needed to change some of dates and 

arrangements for our school events.  Below is a summary of some of the important dates for the remainder of 

the year that we have confirmed. Please be aware that dates and events could change due to differing Covid 

alert levels and rules.  

 

TERM 4 

Wednesday 3rd November 6pm Free Lunches in School Information Evening  

Monday 8th November Yr 9 & 10 exams begin for 4 days 

Wednesday 10th November  DVC and Technology work collected 
Scholarship PE online submission due 

Thursday 11th November DCAT exam 

Monday 15th November Senior Prize Giving TBC 
Final teaching day for seniors (finish at lunchtime) 
Yr 7 Outdoor Education Week 

Thursday 11th November Level 3 Art Collected 

Monday 22nd November NCEA exams begin 

Wednesday 1st December NCEA Teacher Only Day 

Wednesday 8th  December Senior Clearance Morning 

Friday 10th December:  Junior Prize giving 
End of the school year 

 
 
 

  



 
 

NCEA Changes due to Covid Lockdown 
 
The Government has decided that students disrupted by 16 days of COVID-19 lockdown this year will be 
eligible to receive Learning Recognition Credits (LRCs). 
  
LRCs are extra credits added to the students total in January. 

 NCEA Level 1 students can earn 1 LRC for every 5 credits achieved through assessment, up to a 
maximum of 8 LRCs. 

 NCEA Level 2 and 3 students can earn 1 LRC for every 5 credits achieved through assessment, up to 
a maximum of 6 LRCs. 

 
The dates for end of year NCEA and NZ Scholarship exams will be delayed by two weeks, to run from 
Monday 22 November until Tuesday 14 December.  
 
NCEA Level 1 Mathematics Common Assessment Task (MCAT) has been delayed two weeks and will now be 
on Tuesday 28th September.  Due dates for portfolio submissions will also be pushed back by 2 weeks. 
 
Please Click Here to view the new NCEA examination timetable. 
 
 
  

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/


Information for Parents - Group Chats  
  
Group chats can be an excellent way for many people to participate in an online 
conversation together.  BUT they can also be a place where drama, nasty 
behaviours, exclusion, and bullying can thrive.  
 
The most commonly used group chat apps are WhatsApp, Snap Chat, Instagram, 
Discord, Messenger, and Facebook Messenger.  
  
We have real concerns about the number of students that sleep with devices in their 
room and under their pillow. They are responding to messages at 11pm , 12pm  even 3am. From “friends” 
all over the world that they are connected to.  
  
Please make sure you put a healthy boundary in place and keep phones and devices out of the 
bedroom. Remember, you are the parent, and you need to guide your children on how to be safe, and 
managing their mental health is a massive part of that.  
 
Your children are connected 24/7. They need sleep. Good uninterrupted sleep. Rolling over in the middle of 
the night and checking messages is a significant health issue.  
  
There have also been many times when young people have engaged in nasty behaviour about another 
person in a group chat, then deliberately invited that person into the chat to see those comments.  
  
When people are tired, they are more emotional and less resilient. Things can and may be taken out of 
context. No one has the right to choose what other people find offensive.  
  
Schools have a duty of care to minimise the risk of bullying and other dangers to a child, but it is 
challenging for them to police when the device is at home, under your roof, in your child’s bedroom. 
 

         As a parent please support your children and the school by setting healthy boundaries    

         for device use in your home.  
  

Help your child develop the skills to know how to leave a group chat that is not helpful or is 
harmful in any way, including the actual words they may use should they need to leave, like 
“sorry guys, this is getting pretty nasty, I’m outta here” as a way to remove themselves. 
  
Children need to realise that they may be “guilty by association”, even if they aren’t saying 
the nasty stuff; they may be considered a bystander if they do not report it and speak up 
about what is happening in a group chat.  
  
Parenting in this space is very difficult, we totally understand that. But please set boundaries 
and rules. A school should not be blamed every time something happens online as it is often 
something that they can’t control. It is also difficult if you have given your child a device and 
have different rules at home to what is at school.  

  
Things to remind your children 

  
1. Keep group chats positive, helpful and supportive. These are not the places we have a whinge about someone 

else, reveal intimate secrets or create drama, gossip or spread rumours or share images of others without 
consent.  

 
2. They won’t lose friends if they are not immediately available in the group to chat. 
 
3. Their friends will understand that their refusal to engage at every moment of the day and night has nothing to do 

with the state of their relationship, but rather the management of their time, their devices and their life priorities.  
 

4. Make sure they know not to feel compelled to respond straight away or be a part of every single interaction in the 
group chat. 

  
5. Remember, there are plenty of ways these chats can become very public if someone takes a screenshot, so they 

need to be kind, respectful, and responsible at all times.  
  

6. Avoid using late at night and keep devices out of the bedroom. 
  
7. Turn off notifications, so they are less anxious about response times.  

  
For more help visit   www.safeonsocialtoolkit.com 

https://www.safeonsocial.com/so/9bNoVk8mf/c?w=Hfbmu-8DgmrrxECygHGd7UOwOhcI-T1yVt_96g3tUnI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2FmZW9uc29jaWFsdG9vbGtpdC5jb20iLCJyIjoiMTY4NDE2YWMtYTQ1Ni00NGEyLWU5YTQtNmY4YWI4NmVlZTc4IiwibSI6Im1haWwiLCJjIjoiMDg4OTAwMmUtNGNiOS00ZDFlLWI5OWUtYjBhMGMxNTQxNjYwIn0


COVID News 
 

Wearing of Face Masks on School Buses 
 
There has been a change to the Covid-19 Health Order. 
Everyone 12 years and older legally must now wear a face covering on school transport 
services (both Ministry and regional council-operated) at all alert levels unless they have 
an exemption. 
Therefore, from Tuesday 2 November all students 12 years and older are required to 
wear a face mask on the Otago Road Services school buses (North and South routes) as 
well as public bus services. 
Students under 12 are encouraged to wear face masks. 
Spare face masks will be available from the main office.  
Students can come to the office to collect one if they need to. 
 
 
Decision Making 
 
There is a lot of information about the vaccine available, but there is also some misleading 
information out there. You can find the most accurate and reliable information about the 
COVID-19 vaccine and the rollout in Aotearoa from a number of trusted sources, including: 
  

 The Immunisation Advisory Council have a series of helpful videos and information 
about the vaccine: https://covid.immune.org.nz/ 

  
 The Ministry of Health have an FAQ series about the 

vaccine: https://covid19.govt.nz/covid-19-vaccines/get-the-facts-about-covid-19-
vaccination/covid-19-vaccination-your-questions-answered/ 

  
 The Ministry of Health also have some great advice about how to talk to others about 

the vaccine: https://covid19.govt.nz/covid-19-vaccines/get-the-facts-about-covid-19-
vaccination/how-to-talk-to-your-friends-and-whanau-about-the-covid-19-vaccine/ 

 
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid.immune.org.nz%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDemelza.Halley%40southerndhb.govt.nz%7Cc3f1c32b47574198b58b08d99432d89e%7C45107a8c6d7c411e9a7f787684a303df%7C0%7C0%7C637703768365663550%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xMx1ClOjnKwaRlOiT89BcMYY4Bz2Esn4K4jReQt58P0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.govt.nz%2Fcovid-19-vaccines%2Fget-the-facts-about-covid-19-vaccination%2Fcovid-19-vaccination-your-questions-answered%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDemelza.Halley%40southerndhb.govt.nz%7Cc3f1c32b47574198b58b08d99432d89e%7C45107a8c6d7c411e9a7f787684a303df%7C0%7C0%7C637703768365673507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1JDQhbTZ5CpkcuKflHZpOEZiyYQueGU498T8RvZCBQk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.govt.nz%2Fcovid-19-vaccines%2Fget-the-facts-about-covid-19-vaccination%2Fcovid-19-vaccination-your-questions-answered%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDemelza.Halley%40southerndhb.govt.nz%7Cc3f1c32b47574198b58b08d99432d89e%7C45107a8c6d7c411e9a7f787684a303df%7C0%7C0%7C637703768365673507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1JDQhbTZ5CpkcuKflHZpOEZiyYQueGU498T8RvZCBQk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.govt.nz%2Fcovid-19-vaccines%2Fget-the-facts-about-covid-19-vaccination%2Fhow-to-talk-to-your-friends-and-whanau-about-the-covid-19-vaccine%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDemelza.Halley%40southerndhb.govt.nz%7Cc3f1c32b47574198b58b08d99432d89e%7C45107a8c6d7c411e9a7f787684a303df%7C0%7C0%7C637703768365673507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AOI9c6wLNEhEj1Jl4Fch1TJguq8vLmCr5kOgapktaXo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.govt.nz%2Fcovid-19-vaccines%2Fget-the-facts-about-covid-19-vaccination%2Fhow-to-talk-to-your-friends-and-whanau-about-the-covid-19-vaccine%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDemelza.Halley%40southerndhb.govt.nz%7Cc3f1c32b47574198b58b08d99432d89e%7C45107a8c6d7c411e9a7f787684a303df%7C0%7C0%7C637703768365673507%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AOI9c6wLNEhEj1Jl4Fch1TJguq8vLmCr5kOgapktaXo%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 
Science 
 

 

Using the Van der Graaf generator to experience static 

electricity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An experiment on stability and centre of mass - 

attempting to balance various stacks of meter rulers 

on a finger.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then to the farm to complete a few jobs: feeding the 

chickens, checking for eggs, feeding the lambs, 

planting some berries and cleaning the cow shed.  

 

 

 

  

Activity Reports: 



Outdoor Education 
 
 
Year 12 Outdoor Education students went to Leap 
and enjoyed the activities in a dry environment. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Year 13 Outdoor Pursuits class went Sandboarding at 
Sandfly Bay. 
 

 
  



 

 
 

University of Otago Locals Programme 

The Locals Programme is designed to support any first year student who is not 

going into a residential college. Locals is the biggest student community on 

campus, with a quarter of all first year students choosing to live at home, flat, or 

board. 

Next Tuesday 2 November Greg Heller, the University Liaison Advisor, and Maya 

Pitcon, the deputy head of the Locals Programme will be here.  

They are there to help students make the transition to tertiary level study as 

smooth as possible.  

We will be meeting in D6 at 1pm. Greg is also happy to talk to any students who may be having problems 

with their university enrolment or ID verifications. 

 

Leaving School Magazine   

 

This issue is packed full of information which will help Years 11–13 students as they 

plan for their futures post high school. 

Included in this issue is; study tips for students as they prepare for end-of-year 

exams; as well as coping strategies to help with exam preparation and tips for 

interviews, CV preparation and also features on apprenticeships and KiwiSaver. 

 

They profile 23 young people making successful careers for themselves in the 

following industries and professions: Accounting, Automotive, Building & 

Construction, the Defence Force, Education, Electrical, Engineering, Fishing, 

Forestry, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Glazing, Grocery, Marine Composites, Paramedicine, Pig 

Farming, Plumbing, Quantity Surveying and Sign Making. 

Also featured are profiles on 14 occupations in the Service Industries which include Accountant, Chef, 

Contact Centre Worker, Driver, Financial Adviser, Hairdresser / Barber, Human Resources Manager, 

Journalist, Lawyer, Marketing Specialist, Executive / Personal Assistant, Pilot, Sales Representative, Valuer 

and they also include employment prospects, length of study and prospective pay for each occupation. 

 

The magazine is now available to read online: http://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue22/ 

 

MoneyHub  

 

Have prepared a concise checklist for Year 13 students finishing 

school at the end of this year.  Our ultimate checklist for Year 13 

students:  

https://www.moneyhub.co.nz/year-13-checklist.html 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

Careers/Gateway 

http://oliverlee.co.nz/leavingschool-issue22/
https://moneyhub.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f800e30216ca638abfe3a711&id=a94a20d52e&e=6d2b6e20d3


 

 

Term 4 sport is underway. It will be a messy term with the Covid restrictions and senior exams. 

Hopefully most of our students will still get to enjoy some physical activity and healthy competition. 

The table at the bottom of the page has all the links for people to find the various sports draws.  

 

Junior Sports Week will take place at the end of November. Entries are being taken now for this.  

Sports included are Dodgeball, Handball, Petanque, 3x3 Basketball, Ki-O-Rahi, Volleyball, Renegade Hockey, 

Touch, Pool and Cricket.  

Any Junior students interested in trying any of these sports should sign up with Mrs Johnson ASAP. 

 

 

Sport Venue Level 
End 
date  Entry   Websites for draws 

Volleyball 
Edgar 
Centre 

Yr 
11-
13 

22-
Nov $40   

Sec 
School 
Senior 

https://voa.spawtz.com/ActionController/LeagueList?VenueId
=2 

Volleyball 
Edgar 
Centre 

Yr 9 
& 10 

26-
Nov $40   

Sec 
School 
Junior 

https://voa.spawtz.com/ActionController/LeagueList?VenueId
=2 

Minivolley 
Edgar 
Centre 

Yr 7 
& 8 

26-
Nov $30   

Middles 
Mixed 

https://voa.spawtz.com/ActionController/LeagueList?VenueId
=2 

Futsal 
Edgar 
Centre 

Yr 
11-
13 

18-
Oct $25 free   http://www.footballsouth.co.nz/ 

Futsal 
Edgar 
Centre 

Yr 9 
& 10 9-Dec $50 free   http://www.footballsouth.co.nz/ 

Touch Oval 
Yr 7 
& 8 9-Dec $25 N/A 

Junior 
Oval 
comp 

https://www.otagotouch.co.nz/Where-to-play-
Touch/Dunedin-Modules/Junior-Oval-Module 

Touch Oval 
Yr 9-
13 7-Dec $30 N/A   http://www.osssa.org.nz/ 

Tennis 
Logan 
Park 

Yr 9-
13 

25-
Nov $40 free   4.10pm Coaching 

Tennis 
Logan 
Park 

Yr 7 
& 8 6-Dec $35     5.00pm to 5.50pm Coaching 

Waterpolo 
Moana 
Pool 

Yr 9-
13 2-Dec 

TB
C pool   http://www.sporty.co.nz/otagowaterpolo 

Softball 
Ellis 
Park 

Yr 9-
13 

25-
Nov $30   

Secondar
y schools 

https://www.otagosoftball.com/Draws-and-Results/Draws-
Results 

Handball  
KVC 
Gym 

Yr 9-
13 1-Dec $25     http://www.osssa.org.nz/ 

Judo 
KVC 
Gym 

YR 7-
13 1-Dec   N/A   N/A 

Petanque 
Eglinto
n Rd 

Yr 7-
13 7-Dec $15 $2   N/A 

 

 

Sports 



Brathwaite Centre News 

 

Physical Challenge Activities 

We have some students with us from Otago Polytechnic and the other week they set up a sensory workshop. 

This involved carrying out some fun activities with our students from creating artwork (fine motor activities)  

to the  more physical ones (gross motor activities) shown below:-  

 

 

 

Cody concentrating very hard to  
maintain his balance on a balance ball. 

    

   

Brett trying out the balance ball and doing very 
well at it. I love the fact that his jersey is colour 
co-ordinated with the ball! 

 

 

 
Lukas and Damion challenging each other to see who can stay on 
their ball the longest. They are encouraged by our Poly students 
Hannah and Sarah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrations and Awards Time – Presentations by Ms Whyman 

 

    +  
From left to right above: 
 

Cody receives the inaugural Brathwaite Centre Cultural Award. This award was kindly provided by the 

family of one of our student’s who left last year - Iona Kewene – Masina. 

Lukas received a certificate for his work on Describing Himself – this is a module provided by SPEC (South 

Pacific Education Courses). 

Stephen received a certificate for his work on ‘Preparing to Drive’  

  



Down on the Urban Farm 

 

Students have been regular visitors to the farm to tend their vege patch and help out with feeding the lambs. 

          

 

 

 

Teacher Aide Mike Seeley helping Finn bottle feed the 

lambs – Finn’s smile says it all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Damion and Harry feed the lambs watched by Lukas and 

Blake. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library News 

 
Scholastic Book Orders Issue 7 

 
If you would like to order books please order  online 

or 
hand your order in to the Student Office by Thursday 4 November. 

  

https://www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/lucky-book-club/


 
 

  

Notices 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a little 
easier and you’ll be making a pro-planet choice too! The second-
hand uniform shop sells a range of current regulation items in tidy, 
good, and even unbelievably good condition, which are priced against 
current retail prices. 

 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs and 
help restock our little shop. The Uniform Shop will buy uniform 
pieces based on their condition and its current stock levels.  It 
cannot purchase anything below the school’s minimum 
presentation standards and may decline to buy items of which it has 
plenty. 

 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the parent 
group offer financial assistance to other aspects of student 
life at KVC. 

 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent Group.  
You will find it in B block, open Mondays from 4-6pm, though 
other times can be arranged.  If you have queries or would like a 
current list of available pieces and prices, call Rae 027 276 8652. 



 

   
 


