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Principal’s Comment                25 June 2021 
 

Kia ora koutou, greetings to all parents, caregivers and friends of the school. 

As I looked back through my notes I see that this time last year we were working our 

way through an extremely long term due to COVID.  No doubt many of you will have 

seen the most recent announcement concerning the vaccination of 12–15 year olds 

and the possible roll out of such a programme in schools.  While we have been 

notified by the MOE of this possibility it is very early days and more details will come 

to hand later in the year. 

Last week we were thrilled to host our visitors from Riccarton High School.  While the weather did not do us any 

favours, we were able to compete in all of the agreed sports.  Some of the games were a little one-sided on both 

sides of the ledger. Eventually 

Riccarton did come out on top and, 

once again, took the trophy home.  

I would once again like to thank 

those who opened their homes to 

billet these students.  Without your 

support interchanges such as this 

simply would not be possible.  We 

heard a lovely story of an ex-pupil 

who had hosted a student from 

Riccarton High School 45 years ago 

and is still in regular contact. 

Over this past term, our Year 7 students have been heading down to Moana Pool each week for swimming lessons.  

A couple of weeks back I got the chance to pop in and see their smiling faces as they enjoyed their time in the 

water.  This week we received a letter from a member of the public telling us how impressed they were with our 

students and staff at the pool, and the encouragement students were getting to try things that may have been 

out of their comfort zone.  It is always very nice to receive such feedback. 

This week whānau of our Year 9 – 11 students received some information about an evening to be held to tell you 

about some changes we are making to our curriculum delivery.  This is a very exciting development and we would 

be keen to see as many of you as possible along to this evening.  There will also be information given out around 

NCEA.  For many this will be a new thing and it is really important for parents to have a good understanding of the 

assessment system.  Please mark Tuesday 6 July on your calendars and make a point of attending. 

These changes come after significant research and consultation.  We believe the current model of curriculum 

design developed back in the 1900s, during the industrial age, has served schools and students well in preparing 

them for a life where they may have specialised in one field for most of their careers.  However, this is not the 

world the students of today and tomorrow will live in.  Now they need to have skills that will allow them to pursue 

many different pathways.  Careers will require them to be multi-skilled deep thinkers, communicators and 

problem solvers, able to work as part of a team. 
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It has now come to that time of the year where we begin to do a little planning around the new academic year 

(2022).  In the next couple of weeks I hope to visit several of our contributing schools and talk to whānau about 

KVC.  No doubt you will see over the next month or so, schools all competing for a limited number of students.  As 

I mentioned in the past, the best advertisement for our school are our students.  We work incredibly hard to 

produce well-rounded young people who have the skills to survive and flourish in the world they will be living in.  

This includes academic abilities, but also communication skills and resilience.  If you have friends or family who 

are looking around for a school please do talk to them and invite them along to our Open Night on Monday 2 

August at 6.15pm. 

School Production 

Over the last couple of months many of our students and staff have put in an enormous number of hours preparing 

for our school production “High School Spoof-ical’.  This is open for public viewing on two nights. Tickets are 

available from the Student Office and there will be door sales on the night.  I am certainly looking forward to the 

show and wish everybody involved all the very best. 

  

Principal 
Rick Geerlofs 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Important Dates: 

 

29 June  Year 13 Mates and Dates, Year 7 Swimming 

30 June  School Production ’High School Spoof-ical’ Matinee for schools 

1 July   School Production ‘High School Spoof-ical’ - 7pm, Co-ed Sports Tournament 

2 July  School Production ‘High School Spoof-ical’ - 7pm 

3 July  School Formal 

5 July  Debating Tournament 

6 July  Year 9-11 Parent Information Evening, PRIDE draw, Year 7 Swimming 

9 July  Last day of Term 2 

 

26 July  First day Term 3 

2 August  Open Night 

5 August Teacher Only Day - NCEA 

 

 
 



 

 

Tuesday 06 July 2021 
5:00 – 6:00pm 
KVC School Hall 

[Supervision for young children available and refreshments provided] 
 

 

NEW YEAR 10 CURRICULUM 
[For Parents/Caregivers of 2021 Year 9 Students] 

 
 In 2022 we are introducing a new and exciting, and very different, 

curriculum structure for Year 10. 

 The year will be split into two semesters and students will choose 
semester-long topics of their interest, rather than follow a traditional year-
long subject timetable. 

 We encourage parents and caregivers of 2021 Year 9 students to join us 
and learn about this new structure so you are able to help your student 
with their course selections at the start of next term. Students are 
encouraged to attend.   

 

NCEA 
[For Parents/Caregivers of 2021 Year 10 & 11 Students] 

 
 Do you know how NCEA works?  

 If not, we strongly encourage you to attend this 
information session where we will outline how the NCEA qualification 
works, so you can best support your child to succeed. Students are 
welcome to attend with you. 

 This session will be very useful for parents and caregivers of students in 
Year 11. Parents and caregivers of students in Year 10 should also 
attend to gain an understanding of NCEA in preparation for next year. 

 

 

  



  



Free Period Products in Schools 
 

Kaikorai Valley College has joined the free period products in schools initiative. 
 
On Tuesday the Health Committee held an assembly to 
inform female students about the scheme. At the 
assembly girls in Years 9-13 could choose a packet of 
period products. 
 
As this is a new initiative, we will be trialling the best way 
to distribute future supplies amongst all female students.   
 

 

Although products will be offered to all female students in 
Years 9-13, there is no compulsion for any student to take 
the product. 
 
Students in Years 7-8 will have access to the products in 
their homerooms. 
 
There is always a supply of period products in the school 
office and in many teacher’s rooms if a student is in need. 
 

 
 

 
Pride Draw 
 
Tuesday 25 May we held our first Major Pride draw for 2021.  Congratulations to our Pride winners:  
 
Chaymaa Aldouss  7Bd 
Elise Aurray-Matyn 8RM 
Aleesha Erey  9 MMY 
Sophie Marsh   10 TTW 
Tyrone Bell   11 MJB 
Phoenix Leef-Harris 12 MRE 
Campbell White  13 RGR 
 
These students all went into the draw for the Major Prize, which was won by Sophie Marsh. Congratulations 
Sophie! Sophie won a Pressie Card to the value of $75 from the Pride Prize Cabinet. The year group winners 
all received a minor prize. Mr Murphy was the lucky staff member to receive a coffee voucher as the staff 
member who had given Sophie her Pride card.  
After the draw, the much anticipated presentation of the Pride House Cup took place. Kōwhai once again 
came out on top as the house which had earned the most points from all the Pride cards during term one. 
 
The points tally was: 

Kōwhai 151 
Rātā  94 

Tōtara 125 

Mātai 125 
 
Well done to all our students who are reflecting our school values and earning Pride cards. 
 



 
 

Music 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG SING 

It was a fantastic day seeing our own choir “Valley Voices” take to the stage at the 2021 Big Sing event held 

on Monday 14 June at the Town Hall. The students sung amazingly and did themselves, their whānau and 

school community proud. A special thanks to Amelia Mah, who has driven our choir over the last several 

years.  

 

 
 
 

Artwork of the Week 

Maddison Walker 

Year 13 

  

Activity Reports: 



 
Food Technology/Hospitality 
 
Lewis, Max, Shelby and Ms Hunter attended a dining event at the Otago Polytechnic Food Design Institute on 

Wednesday night.   

 

We were taken through the effects 

of COVID on the hospitality 

industry.  We started off with 

some fine dining, then in 

dramatic fashion, the finery was 

whisked away and we found 

ourselves trying to eat takeaway 

style food with masks and gloves 

on.   

 

Some were "identified" as having 

contracted COVID and were 

herded off to a health and 

wellness retreat and fed 

accordingly.   

 

The evening ended in drama as all our takeaway bags, wrappers and COVID PPE was dumped on the floor 

beside us to reflect the impact of COVID on the environment.   

 

We ended up, eating a dish made from sustainable ingredients, which again, emphasised health and 

wellness.   This experience was a clever reflection of the past year for both the Hospitality industry and life in 

general as we navigate this world we now live in.  The evening was enjoyed by everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 13 Hospitality students Mackenzie, K'Lee 

and Shelby made sweet and sour wontons on 

rice from scratch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Māori and Pasifika Students at Kaikorai Valley College 

This week, our Māori and Pasifika students got together for games and 

food. The senior Māori and Pasifika committee led activities to build 

community among the students and promote our programme for the 

rest of the year. In the final week of this term we will celebrate 

Matariki with a range of events, including Kī-ō-Rahi, Raranga, a 

performance from our kapa haka at Tuesday’s whole school assembly 

and a shared lunch. More details to come via email. Please join us if 

you can. We look forward to celebrating a Pasifika Week in Term three. 

Look out for more information after the holidays.  

 

Pasifika Dance Group 

A small but passionate group of dancers meet each Wednesday 

lunchtime to learn Cook Island dancing from our tutors Dalziel, 

Mackenzie and Teariki. Made up of students from the Junior College, 

we welcome and encourage anyone interested in learning and 

performing to come and join us. We are preparing for the Polyfest in 

Term 3 and look forward to other performance opportunities in the 

school community.  

 

Maranga Rangatahi 

Our kapa haka has been going from strength to strength this term 

with two practices a week on Fridays 3-4.30pm and Sundays 4-6pm. 

We acknowledge our tutors Sam and Annelies who never tire of 

challenging and extending us. We are working towards standing for 

a ngahau performance at Te Hautoka on Saturday 10th July 2021. 

Please come along to support us that day. We held a noho wānanga 

at the school on the weekend of 12/13 June 2021 during which the 

kapa rehearsed and developed whanaungatanga. We are grateful for 

the opportunity to use the Brathwaite Centre for the wānanga and the 

support of staff and whānau for a smooth weekend.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Science 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of their Human Body topic, 9V put together life-size human bodies where they had to position the 

organs as accurately as they could.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7BD used thermal contraction when the air cools down to suck water up and around a candle. 
 

 
 
 

7BD built thermometers using straws, playdoh and rubbing alcohol to 

investigate thermal expansion/contraction of liquids.  

They tested them on ice seeing the 

height of the liquid drop from 

contraction and warmed them up 

with their hands seeing the height 

the liquid rise from expansion.  

 
 

  



PE/Outdoor Education 
 
 
 

Year 13 Physical Education students 

are working with 7Bd on leadership 

skills. This group is playing a 

cooperative game during a PE lesson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Year 12 Outdoor Education students walked 

along the River Track at Outram Glen last 

Tuesday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Outdoor Pursuits students cycled from Port Chalmers to 

Aramoana on a damp Wednesday afternoon. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 Outdoor Education students went biking on the 

Harbourside track on Tuesday afternoon. 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Students at their Gateway placements 
 

Ryan Deo is completing his Gateway placement with 

Fulton Hogan where he is learning the different areas of 

Civil Engineering. He is photographed with his Supervisor 

Cameron, on Melville Street where they were completing 

curbing and channeling work, as well as filling traffic 

islands with red oxide concrete. Ryan is completing a Civil 

and Water Gateway Learning Package during his class 

time. 

 

 
Aedan Dinnissen at his placement in a villa on Cargill Street where he was 

demolishing a fire surround. Aedan is working with Kev Jarvis Builders. They are 

currently gutting the villa and will be completing renovating the interior of this 

stately home. Aedan is completing a Learning Package through the Building and 

Construction Industry Training Organisation. 

 

 

 
Careers Expo 
 

 

On Wednesday 9 June all of our Year 11 students attended the NZ 

Careers Expo at the Dunedin Town Hall.  

 

This was an opportunity for all Year 11 students to gain information 

on study and career opportunities. Students spoke with 

representatives from universities, polytechnics, private and 

industry training providers as well as key employers from 

throughout New Zealand.   

 

 

Students had been given a workbook to work through to prepare 

for this programme during class time in order to gain the most from 

their visit. Pictured are students in the Glenroy Auditorium which 

was where all the Tourism providers were situated.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Careers/Gateway 



Upcoming Career Opportunities 
 
Year 12 Activities – Learner Licence Module 
This is a great opportunity for students to learn and prepare for their Learner Licence 

Driver’s test. A tutor comes from outside of school to teach the road code in a fun 

and interesting way. There is no cost to students. This is a really good way of learning 

the road rules and preparing students for driving. 

The next module of Year 12 Activities starts next Tuesday 29 June. This is the last time 

this activity will be offered this year. There is only a maximum of 8 students who can be part of this module 

so students will be well supported.  If students would like to do the Learner Licence module, they need to 

email Mrs Beagley mabeagley@kvc.school.nz by Monday 28 June. 

 This is a practical step in helping students obtain their licence which ultimately will help them get a job. 

 
Defensive Driving Course 
At the beginning of Term 3 an AA Tutor will be coming into KVC to deliver a Defensive Driving course to 

students who have their Restricted Licence.  

It can reduce the time it takes to get your full licence by six months when students complete an NZTA 

approved AA Defensive Driving Course.  The AA Defensive Driving Course will give students the skills, 

knowledge and confidence to be a smarter and safer driver.  They will learn important defensive driving 

skills, such as assessing and identifying hazards, so they can reduce the risk of being in a crash. 

The course takes 9 hours to complete and includes: 

 4 classroom sessions on a Tuesday afternoon 

 1 in-car session – students have to provide their own car 

 Access to the online driver training system 

If students were to complete this course in town it would cost $235 but students only have to pay $40 

thanks to the much appreciated support of the Otago Motor Trust and STAR funding. Students need to 

email Mrs Beagley mabeagley@kvc.school.nz, by 2 July, to secure a position in the course. 

 
Girls With High Vis  
 
A hands-on day looking at infrastructure career opportunities, run 

by Connexis and the DCC on Wednesday 30 June.  

New Zealand’s infrastructure industry has a skills gap when it 

comes to upgrading roading networks, replacing leaky water pipes, maintaining power lines or installing 

faster broadband technology, to name a few. These jobs are in high-demand. 

We want to give your female students the opportunity to gain hands-on experience and learn what a career 

in the infrastructure industry can offer at Girls with Hi-Vis®. 

The days typically run from 9am -2pm and can include activities like: 

 Climbing a power-line pole in training yard 

 Putting together a water meter 

 Virtual Reality Traffic Management simulations 

 Exclusive power station, water treatment, and construction site tours 

See Mrs Begley if you are interested. 
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University of Otago Scholarship Tutorial - 5 July 

Greg Heller from University of Otago will be giving students some useful tips and helpful advice for applying 

for the Universities Scholarships at school on July 5th period 2. If students are intending to go to Otago next 

year this would be an essential tutorial to go. Students need to email Mrs Beagley if they would like to attend. 

Entrance scholarships are available for full-time, first-year undergraduate study. 

The University of Otago offers a range of undergraduate entrance scholarships that recognise academic 

excellence, leadership qualities, ethnicity, financial hardship, disability, and excellence in sporting or cultural 

pursuits. 

If students have a fees-free first year, they can use their scholarship for fees in their second year of study.  

Applications open on 1 July each year. Closing dates vary, but many close on 15 August. 

https://www.otago.ac.nz/future-students/fees-and-scholarships/scholarships/index.html 

 

 

University of Otago Information Evening 

We are holding an Information Evening on Thursday, 8 July, at the St 

David Lecture Theatre, from 6-8pm. 

 

Prospective senior students and their parents and caregivers are 

invited to come along to hear about study options, scholarships, 

support services, accommodation options and much more. 

 

We are encouraging people to register again this year and the digital 

poster attached has a QR code that goes directly to a registration 

page. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Telford Taster Camp 13-17 July 
If students enjoy practical hands-on-learning and are interested in 

agriculture, rural veterinary tech or equine then this Taster Camp is for 

them!  

The first camp this year is being held during the first week of the school 

holidays 13 – 17 July. The Telford Campus is part of the Southern Institute 

of Technology and is situated just out of Balclutha.  

Transport is free from the Dunedin Airport, the camp costs $100 but STAR 

funding is available. Collect an information flyer from the Careers Office. 
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It is always good to get such good feedback for the farm from the students that are able to come and use the 

space for their education. Despite the muddy and wet conditions, students are still active and busy helping 

to develop this exciting space that can be experienced by all. It was even better to know that we have sold 

all of this year’s honey batch and to get some healthy orders for our festive reindeers. 

Now, as much as we want to get the students out onto the farm, sometimes the weather just doesn’t 

cooperate! Last week with our ear 9 group we took our session inside to a science lab and looked at how we 

can test for the sugars and proteins in the food that we grow. We can also look for direct comparisons to our 

farm produce versus supermarket foods, ensuring that we can grow quality food and that all our efforts and 

hard work are rewarded with better taste and quality (we are still working on looks for some of our veggies!). 

So in the science room the group filled a test tube with water to which they added 

a measure of glucose. Once the glucose was dissolved in the water, 

they added Benedict’s solution, which is a mixture of sodium and 

copper salts. This made the solution a clear blue.  

The test tubes were then gently heated over a 

Bunsen burner. What happened next was a rainbow 

of colour changes.  

The clear blue solution changed to green, to yellow  

then to a deep orange showing that sugar was  

present.  

 

 

The other experiment the group did was to test for protein, they did this by 

adding Biuret solution to milk in a test tube. When added to milk and gently 

shaken the Biuret solution reacts with the protein, making it clump and turn 

a pinky purple or lilac colour, indicating that protein is present.  

 

In addition they tested for sugar content via a Brix meter. This allows them 

to see the concentration of sugars in a liquid squeezed from an apple, 

orange or spinach leaves, some picked from the farm. The sugars can be 

seen by a process called ‘refraction’. As light enters the meter it passes 

through the liquid at an angle, this angle changes more or less depending on the amount of dissolved solids 

within the liquid. (The more sugar dissolved in the apple juice, the more refraction occurs, which increases 

the reading, the higher the reading, the more juicy and sweet the fruit!). It has been said often that the apples 

from the orchard taste sweeter and have more flavour than those bought at the shops (this hypothesis has 

yet to be tested.) 

 

These experiments enable the students to ask questions about their own food and the produce that we grow. 

Knowing that they can test and see reactions in the laboratory gives them an inquisitive mind and furthers 

their knowledge of food production from the farm to the classroom. 

 

The work on the farm directly relates to the work in the classroom and putting it into a practical context, 

whether that be for further learning or a career choice, it all counts.   

Urban Farm 



 

 
The Riccarton High School Winter Exchange was held last week on Thursday and Friday. 

Thank you very much to all the families who opened their homes to the Riccarton Billets. 

We lost the shield by 20 points - 50 to 30.  There were some close fought 

battles in a number of sports. 

 The Girls won the Petanque but we lost in the Boys and Mixed sections. 

We were extremely lucky to have Nadine Simpson, an ex-pupil and NZ 

umpire, running the games for us. Thank you Nadine for your help! 

 

 

We lost all of our Badminton games but there were some very close rallys. Thanks 

to Mr Jeff Elliotte for his expert organising of this sport. 

 

 

 

 

The Basketball and Netball were not close games at all and KVC went down 

by some large margins!  

 

 

The Football was a great win for KVC and the Girls had an 

amazing result, with an 11- 0 win. 

The Boys won 1-0. Thanks to Mr Scott for organising and 

reffing these games.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Table Tennis was a clean sweep for KVC and thanks 

to Mr Martin Duffy for his expert help in running this 

competition. 

 

 

 

The Debating was a close, with Riccarton HS winning with 293 points to KVCs 285. Thanks to Ms Wishart for 

organising this and also to our wonderful judge, Mr Paul Tyson. 

 

The Co Ed Tournament is coming up next Thursday, July 1. We have a number of teams involved and they will 

be playing sport at the Edgar Centre, Logan Park Multi Turf and the Angus Badminton Hall. All students 

involved have been given permission forms which need to be returned to the Student Office by Tuesday 29 

June. Good Luck to all our teams next week! 

 

  

Sports 



 

 
 

Fun was had by all in our Explore IT session this week.  
 
 
Students used an app called Quiver on our ipads to create 
3-D video animations from 2-D pictures that they had 
coloured in.  
 
 
They watched flags that they had 
designed flicker in the wind, 
volcanoes erupt and planets spin. 
Fantastic learning and such fun! 
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ella and Cody having been busy in the kitchen 
learning all about eggs and the many ways that 
they can be cooked.  
 
Hygiene, food safety, safe use of equipment and 
utensils all play a big part in their learning. Also 
sampling the end result is always a fun part of 
the process.  
 
 

 
 
 
Here we can see them practicing the age old art of cracking an egg 
without getting any shell into the bowl. Looks like they cracked it this 
time around…. 
 
    
 
  

Brathwaite Centre 



 
 

 

 

Notices 

 

Free community Puaka Matariki Mātauranga Day this Saturday 26th June 2021 from 
2pm to 6pm at Araiteuru Marae. 

Araiteuru Marae and Otago Museum team up to bring you an action packed day of 
fun for the whole whānau. Learn about the traditions and science of Puaka Matariki 
and celebrate the cycling of the seasons. 

Activities include: 

 Star lab: 5x 20-minute group sessions 
 Interactive science demos 
 Art 'n' Craft Matariki activities 
 Taonga Puoro and Pakiwaitara 
 Rongoā 
 Entertainment 
 Prizes and giveaways 
 Taonga to purchase 
 Māori Artists 
 Live show: Te Ao Hurihuri 
 Community Hangi  

Please see the link to our Facebook event here: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/496335744970436/?post_id=496335754970435&v
iew=permalink 

Our event is part of our city's Puaka Matariki Festival. We would love to see our 
tamariki, rangatahi and whānau attend for what will be a great afternoon of fun and 
education. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/496335744970436/?post_id=496335754970435&view=permalink
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Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a 
little easier and you’ll be making a pro-planet choice too! The 
second-hand uniform shop sells a range of current regulation 
items in tidy, good, and even unbelievably good condition, 
which are priced against current retail prices. 

 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs 
and help restock our little shop. The Uniform Shop will buy 
uniform pieces based on their condition and its current stock 
levels.  It cannot purchase anything below the school’s 
minimum presentation standards and may decline to buy 
items of which it has plenty. 

 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the 
parent group offer financial assistance to other 
aspects of student life at KVC. 

 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent 
Group.  You will find it in B block, open Mondays from 4-
6pm, though other times can be arranged.  If you have 
queries or would like a current list of available pieces and 
prices, call Rae 027 276 8652. 


