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 Pri ncip al’s Comment 1 April, 2021 
 

Kia ora, greetings to all parents, caregivers and friends of the school. 

 

End of Term 
Eleven long weeks that have been jam-packed full of learning opportunities and activities 
has just come to an end.  I am very much sensing people are ready for a break!  It has 
been a term that has had a number of breaks in the middle, which has made continuity, 
particularly in senior classes, a challenge.  On the flip side these breaks have also made 
the long term just a little easier.  At this time in previous years we have had the boiler 
going and even to odd dusting of snow on the hills so we have certainly been very 
fortunate with our autumn weather. 

On Wednesday the school was involved in a house day with various 
competitions between houses.  It was really neat to be wondering 
around seeing a very large majority of the students getting right into 
the spirit of things.  Well done to Mr Scott for his organization, 
supported by the student house committees. 

 

The same afternoon I had the pleasure of joining a group of 
Outdoor Pursuits and Level 3 PE students walk up to the Organ 
Pipes and then down into Bethunes Gully.  These activities teach 
student how to deal with the elements in the outdoors as well as 
ensuring safety precautions are constantly being assessed 
throughout the trip.  Again it was very refreshing to be out with 
a group of students who were totally into the activity and very 
grateful when we got back to school.  Well done to the group! 

Term 1 of 2021 has also seen an increase in the total school roll with around 520 students, up around 50 on 
2020.  The absence of many international students would have seen this number even higher, had border 
restrictions been relaxed.  As COVID vaccines are rolled out across the world we hope that through a vaccine 
passport we may see the introduction of students returning to our shores from overseas. 

This week, students in years 7 – 10 will have Grade Summaries sent out.  These should be read alongside A to L 
reports to get a full picture of student progress.  Please discuss these with your child in a positive manner, 
congratulating them on things well done and encouraging and offering support in these areas where they may 
need some help.  Next term there will be parent/teacher interviews where whānau can come along to talk to 
teachers.  We encourage you to keep an eye out for these dates under the Important Dates section of the 
newsletter. 

I would like to take the opportunity of thanking the students, staff and you the community, for your input to 
what has again been a very successful term.  Much has been achieved and we are well on the journey towards 
achieving many of the ambitious goals that we set for 2021.  It seems every year that we say we need to start 
cutting back on the activities/events that we provide, but year after year we grab hold of new opportunities 
because we do not want the students to miss out. 

The end of the term also brings an end to many summertime sporting competitions.  Well done to all of the 
teams who took part and to the students for the positive way in which you went about your business.  From 
what I understand the numbers of students wanting to take part in winter sports seems to be down a bit.  Please 
give this some serious thought and let Mrs Johnson know ASAP as she has been calling for names now for a 
couple of weeks. 
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Further reminder about the ANZAC Day Dawn Parade.   
 

 
 
The school leaders, accompanied by staff, will be participating in the ANZAC day dawn parade at Queens 
Gardens in recognition of huge contribution and sacrifices made by those serving in the armed forces.  They will 
form part of the main parade along with other schools.  Our leaders will also lay a wreath at the cenotaph.   All 
students are most welcome to join us in the parade but must be in full school uniform if they wish to do 
so.  Students are to gather at the intersection of Rattray St and Crawford St, at the south end of Queens Gardens 
at 6am, Sunday April 25th.  It will be clear where people are gathering.   
Please have a warm drink and something to eat before coming down. 
 
Principal 

Rick Geerlofs 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations  
  
Last week the senior boys handball team won the A grade final. It was a very tense game - it was drawn at half 

time. The boys worked really well as a team, keeping their cool and coming away with the win. 

The whole team has always displayed the school values well and is to be congratulated on their wonderful win. 

 

Congratulations should also go to the junior handball team and their coaches Aiden King and Shaun Thompson, 

both in Year 13 at KVC. They got 3rd in their division which considering most of them started the season not 

really knowing what handball was, this is a fantastic result. 

  

Important Dates: 
 

14 April Last day of Term 1 
25 April ANZAC Day Dawn Parade 

Term 2 

3 May First day of Term 2 

3-7 May Year 10 Tautuku Camp 

11 May Teacher Only Day - NCEA Otago/Southland Secondary Schools’  

25 May Parent Interviews. School finishes at 1pm. 



High School Spoof-ical 
The production will be performed on Thursday 10th and Friday 11th June at 7pm (week 6). There will also 

be a matinee performance to invited schools on Thursday 10th June (during the school day). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pride Draw 
During our last full assembly we held our second Pride Draw for this term. 

Congratulations to the following students who had their names drawn out of Mana: 

Saphire Graves  7BD   Elise Auaray-Martyn 8RM 

Sarah Wilkie  RCT   Ashlee Waters  KPK 

Carlin Armishaw TDP   Zara Muirhead  MJB 

Cheuk Wang Hung ITSR 

 

Mrs Potter was the worthy recipient of the staff voucher. 

 

The Pride House Cup was presented to Shaun Thompson the proud House 

Captain of Kowhai.  A summary of the House Points for the Pride Cup is as 

follows: 

Kowhai  151 

Mataῑ  127 

Tōtara 125 

Rātā    94 
 

Our next Pride assembly will be a Major draw at the beginning of Term 2. 

 

  



House Day 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 

Food Technology/Hospitality  
 
Apples to Jam 
 

Students from the Year 11 Food 
Technology/Hospitality class had the opportunity 
to select some delicious apples from the Urban 
Farm recently and turn them into a Berry and 
Apple Jam.   
Students are working towards a Technology 
Achievement Standard on implementing basic 
procedures to process a specified product – 
turning apples into jam!  
 
Thanks to the Urban Farm Teachers and especially 
Mrs Rushbrook for the use of the apples.   

 
 
We also got to say hello to the chickens while we 
were there.  

 
 
 
 
 
Great Burger Competition 
 

Judges Mrs Potter and Mr Waterworth 
ponder the qualities of entries in the annual 
Year 10 Food Technology Great Burger 
competition this week.   
 
Students have been researching, trialling and 
refining their entries for the past few weeks in 
their quest for the ultimate burger. 
 
10FOTHC - Ella and Shelby jointly won from  
with Jordan, Ashley and Mya runners up.  
 
10FOTWB - Samantha took out the top prize.  
Other prize winners were Kaden, Regan, 
Nevaeh, Cassidy and Amelia.   
 

 Congratulations to our winners! 
 
Thanks to Mrs Potter, Mr Waterworth, Mr Scott and Mr Murphy for their judging expertise.  
 
 
 
 

  

Activity Reports: 



Outdoor Education /Physical Education 

 
Rugby League Wellness Program 

 

In Term 2, Atawhai Hotene, Otago Development Office for 

Southern Zone Rugby League will deliver a 4-6 week Oval Ball 

Skills and Wellness Program to three classes of Year 10 PE 

students.  The program teaches skills which are relevant to all 

oval ball sports, nutrition and healthy eating habits, and the 

importance of resilience. Rugby League focuses on the aspect 

of 'more than a game' and this program allows students to 

grow their knowledge while having fun and learning a bit 

about the sport.  

 

.  

Stand Up Paddleboarding 

  
 

ODP students finished their Standup Paddleboarding 

introduction at the Otago Harbour last Thursday.  

Thanks to Craig and Di from Watercooled Sports for taking the 

lessons. 

 

 

 

 

Standup paddleboarding, or SUP, is a water sport 

born from surfing with modern roots in Hawaii. Stand 

up paddle boarders stand on boards that are floating 

on the water, and use a paddle to propel themselves 

through the water. 

 

 

Year 12 Outdoor Education  

 

 

 

 

Year 12 Outdoor Education students biked the new Cycleway from Vauxhall 

to Company Bay on Tuesday afternoon  

  



Mathematics 

 
Bungee Jumping Dolls help Mathematical Predictions! 
 
Mrs Potter’s Year 11 Mathematics class have been learning about bivariate data graphs and how to add a 

trendline and equation to make future predictions. 

 

In groups students completed an experiment called “Barbie Bungee”.  

 

                 
 

Each group had a Barbie doll or Action figure along with bags of rubber bands.  The aim of the task was to collect 

and plot data on a scatter graph, then add a trendline and equation.  

Using the equation students determined the correct number of rubber bands required to make a bungee rope 

to launch their doll from the bridge into the water of the Kaikorai Valley stream.  

The students made very accurate bungee cords, with team Superman and team Spiderman taking top honours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of the dolls remained unharmed after 3 bungee jumps. 

 
  



Science 

 
 

 

7Bd had an introduction to states of matter and changes of states with Amadeo from the Otago Museum 

including experiments with dry ice and liquid nitrogen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Amadeo also visited 9V for 

demonstrations and 

experiments using dry ice and 

liquid nitrogen tied in their 

current Chemistry topics. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
 

It's all happening on the Farm at the moment.  

We have a fence!  

 

With perfect weather conditions, Thursday and 

Friday of the last week of term saw some Year 10, 

11, and 12 students cutting and planing and 

placing the macro stays and blocks to the 

strainers, and then straining the triplex fasteners 

and nailing the fence netting. 

  

 

Well done all around to the students. 

Special thanks to groundsmen Eric 

and Mark and Mr Murphy for their 

support of the students.  

One more special thanks to Ken 

Payne from the Southern Institute of 

Technology at Telford for his support 

of us all; and the Lion Foundation for 

providing the funding for the posts. 

 

 

Here is another project completed. Mr Murphy has been working and learning 

with his Year 12 Activities groups over the last two years to build our berry house. 

Now it's DONE. Congratulations to Mr Murphy and his team: careful planning, 

commitment, and teamwork. Thanks too to the Otago Community Trust for 

making all this possible with their support of the Urban Farm Project. 

 

 

 

 

Finally we had a great response to our market stall with apples and 

honey being sold from our farm. More than 10 pots of honey sold!  

There are a few more available 500g natural Bush grade honey $15.  

   

Urban Farm 



 
 

 
 
We have a group music session a number of times during the week at the centre. To liven things up even more 

at the end of the week, we have our Fun Friday music session where students get to don hats, strange glasses, 

wigs etc just to add a little twist to our singing, dancing and playing of instruments. It’s a big hit with all and who 

doesn’t like to dress up and strut their stuff sometimes – go Lukas on the red uke!! 

 
   
Here students are taking part in an accessible PE lesson and Caleb is 

practising his eye – hand co-ordination by hitting the ball on the cone. 

Damion on the left is cheering him on in support. 

 
 
 
 

 
Aroha nui “Mrs S” 
 

At the end of this term we say aroha nui to Mrs Springthorpe who is leaving her Head of Department position 

at the centre after being at the helm for 5 years. She is moving on to another role in the education sector. Mrs 

Springthorpe has done an excellent job in working with staff and students throughout the school and is 

appreciated for her caring, dedicated work with the Brathwaite students. The students at the centre have been 

engaged over the years with her various topics that she has introduced in her literacy sessions and have had 

many fun activities to look back on.  

 
 
 
She is pictured sitting with some of 

our students in the place that I know 

is very dear to her heart – the Urban 

Farm.  

 

Once again, aroha nui ‘Mrs S’ and a 

huge thank you from all of us.

Brathwaite Centre 



 
 
Students and parents need to be aware of the following events coming up at the beginning of Term 2: 

 

Year 10 Vocational Pathway Speed Meet – Thursday 13 May at the Dunedin Town Hall. All Year 10 students 

will travel by bus during the morning for an opportunity to meet with a people who are in a range of different 

careers. Students will be put into small groups and have the chance to learn about the different career paths of 

the presenters and ask questions about their career journeys. There is no cost for this event. 

 

 

Tertiary Open Day – for all Year 12 and 13 students on Monday 24 May. This is a 

great opportunity for students to explore the University of Otago and the Otago 

Polytechnic and experience the tertiary 

environment first hand. Students are invited to visit 

special displays, presentations and explore the various facilities students use. 
Students will travel by bus from school. More information and a programme of the 

presentations will be given during a senior assembly next term. 

 

Dunedin Youth Day Event - Tuesday 18th May at  

the Edgar Centre Metro Direct Lounge in Dunedin. 

  

The purpose of the event is to introduce students to the many 

career options available within the Health &  

Wellbeing sector. 

  

The Health & Wellbeing sector covers the primary and secondary 

healthcare, social and community services, mental health, disability 

support, aged care and youth work. 

 

There will be representatives from workplaces across the sector 

attending and running activities so it will be a chance for students 

to network and ask questions about career opportunities and 

pathways. 

  

If students are interested in attending this event email Mrs Beagley 

to register your interest.  

 

 

Defensive Driving Course – Will take place during the first four weeks of Term 3 at KVC on Tuesday afternoons. 

Students need to have their restricted licence to be part of this course so this is ample 

notice for students to book in their test. This course not only provides students with 

valuable skills, increasing their confidence to help their driving. It is also a great 

qualification to have on a CV plus it reduces the time it takes to gain a full licence by 6 

months. Students have to email Mrs Beagley if they want to be part of this course.  

 

 
 
 
  

Careers 



 
 
Term One Sport is done and dusted! Everyone have a safe and happy holiday break and we look forward to 

starting winter sport next term.  

All students intending to play a sport next term should have signed up by now. There may still be space in some 

teams for late sign ups however it will depend on the requirements of the individual teams. If any students 

decide they would like to play a sport, then please email me ASAP thanks.  

There will be no games until week two of term 2 so all players will get information on their sport first week back.  

Practices will however start in the first week so all students should come to school prepared to attend. There will 

be an updated information page on the school website which will state when the first games are and what time 

the practices will be. Please check this if you are unsure of what your child should be doing. All players have 

been informed of their practice times. 

We need more football players in the Girls and Junior Boys’ teams. We could do with some more badminton 

players as well. Just email me if anyone is interested. 

 

Well done to Samantha Elliott who travelled to Christchurch last weekend to compete at the South Island 

Secondary Schools Athletics Championships. Sam threw the Javelin in the Girls under 14 section. In very windy 

conditions Sam placed 5th out of 12 competitors. 

 

In the weekly Futsal competition our girls’ team, playing in Division 2, is unbeaten apart from one game which 

they had to default due to a cycle trip. This Thursday they won a very close final against Kavanagh, and brought 

the trophy home. Congratulations team. 

 

The Senior Boys Handball team played in the Boys A grade final on Wednesday last week. They beat Kings Snr 

Lions by 15-11. Well done team. A great result! 

 

A big thanks must go to all of our super coaches and managers this term. To all of our parent helpers and staff 

members who have helped with sport at KVC, thank you very much for your time and effort. Without your help 

we could not run all of the teams that we do, so please know that you are very much appreciated. 

 

We have started a sport Facebook and Instagram group. Facebook name is “Kaikorai Valley College Sport” and 

the Instagram page is “KVC Sport”.  They are both in their early stages but we hope to grow the groups and post 

lots of sport information, photos and notices. Please feel free to join or like these groups. 

 

Basketball Otago Holiday Programme 

Nuggets/Gold Rush Holiday Camp   April 27 - 30th  9am-3pm 

Single days can be purchased at $75 

Purchase 4 days ($300) and children will receive a camp T-shirt and a free ticket to the Otago Nuggets v Taranaki 

Airs.  

Doors will be open from 8.30am for children to filter in and will close at 3.30pm. 

 

Camp will be run by Nuggets Head Coach Brent Matehaere. Throughout the day the Nuggets squad will be 

interacting with kids and having a training session kids can watch. Otago Womens Gold Rush players will also be 

at the camp.   

 

Click on this link to register. https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=98422 

 

Sports 

https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=98422


  



 
 

Notices 

Kaikorai Valley College Breakfast Club 

Every day between 8:10am and 8:40am come to the 

hall kitchen for Weet-Bix, fruit and milo. 

 

 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a little easier and 
you’ll be making a pro-planet choice too! The second-hand uniform shop sells 
a range of current regulation items in tidy, good, and even unbelievably good 
condition, which are priced against current retail prices. 

 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs and help restock 
our little shop. The Uniform Shop will buy uniform pieces based on their 
condition and its current stock levels.  It cannot purchase anything below 
the school’s minimum presentation standards and may decline to buy items 
of which it has plenty. 

 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the parent group 
offer financial assistance to other aspects of student life at KVC. 

 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent Group.  You will 
find it in B block, open Mondays from 4-6pm, though other times can be 
arranged.  If you have queries or would like a current list of available 
pieces and prices, call Rae 027 276 8652. 


