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Principal’s Comment                14 May 2021 
Kia ora koutou, greetings to all parents, caregivers and friends of the school. 

Two weeks already gone and the warmer weather may be coming to an end.  Therefore 

it is timely to just give a few reminders about uniform. 

A couple of years ago the school made a decision to free up rules around the wearing of 

jerseys in the warmer months.  However it is compulsory for all students in years 7 – 10 

to be wearing these in terms 2 and 3.  Could you please check this before your children 

are leaving for school?   

Likewise the school introduced a new school jacket to the available items in the Uniform Group 

shop in town.  These jackets are very stylish and will eventually replace what is currently 

accepted.  If your son or daughter is wearing a jacket just a reminder that 

this must be PLAIN red, green or black and free of advertising.   

Two new items added this year were the school scarf and beanie.  These 

are very tastefully designed and if I suspect may well become collectors’ 

items.  Again they are available in the Uniform group shop at a very 

reasonable price. 

Over the past two weeks we have seen the term well and truly kick into gear and it is great to see the students 

applying themselves to their studies.  During these two weeks students in Year 10 have attended a camp in 

Tautuku in the Catlins.  This is a very unique setting in one of the most beautiful parts of our country and is a 

wonderful opportunity for students.  I was able to pop down to the camp on Thursday and experience first-hand 

some of the activities the students are engaged in.   Of course we know such camps are not possible without the 

goodwill of staff who head down there to facilitate various activities leaving behind families and the comforts of 

home.  They are supported by volunteers including parents and we pass on our thanks to all for making this 

possible.  I was very fortunate to be able to attend the camp and spend some time with the students in another 

setting, something I really enjoy doing.  Unfortunately, a couple of staff did suffer some injuries and our thoughts 

are very much with Mr Dodds who did suffer some serious damage to a knee and has had to take some time off 

school.  All the best with the recovery Mr Dodds! 

In week one we held our first full school assembly for the term and it was an opportunity to recognize ANZAC day 

and the contribution made by so many of our armed services.  My thanks to our student leaders who organized 

and ran this assembly and a special thanks to Mr Craigie who came in to play the last post. 

On Tuesday of this week all secondary schools across the region held a nationally directed NCEA teacher only day.  

There are a couple of these set aside in 2021 and 2022 to prepare for the changes that are happening right across 

the board over the next 4 years to NCEA.  Some of these changes are very significant and do require staff to re-

write programmes of work and assessment activities.  Tasks that cannot be simply undertaken when teaching a 

full load.  As a school we understand the inconvenience of such days but thank you for your patience. 

On the day we were also able to devote a little bit of time to some changes coming up in Years 7, 8 and 10 for 

2021.  We will provide more information about these a little later in the year. 
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Farewell 

At the end of last term we farewelled from the staff a 

person crucial to our leadership team.  That was Mrs 

Jocelyn Springthorpe who gained another position, at the 

Ministry of Education, working with schools and staff 

across the region who cater for students with special 

needs.  

Jocelyn has been at KVC since 2016 when she was 

appointed as Head of Special Needs and took over the 

running of the Brathwaite Centre.  During that time she 

has been a very strong advocate for students with very 

special learning needs, introducing and implementing new 

practices and strategies that has seen so many of our students mainstreamed and enjoying learning experiences 

right across the school alongside their peers.   

Jocelyn has led a large team of professionals in these endeavours and we have been very privileged to have 

someone of her expertise working with us.  We wish her all the very best in her new role and know that we will 

see her from time to time at the school.   

As pictured above, Jocelyn was welcomed in a mihi whakatau at the Ministry, supported by family and colleagues, 

in her first week on the job. 

Mrs Springthorpe has been replaced in her head of department role by Mr Hananeia who we congratulate on his 

new appointment. 

 
Principal 

Rick Geerlofs 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

24 May  Tertiary Open Day - Year 12-13 

25 May  Parent Interviews. School finishes at 1pm 

26 May  BOT meeting 5.30pm 

7 June 7  Queen's Birthday - Public Holiday. School closed 

9 June 9  Careers Expo - Year 11 

9-11 June  School Production 

17-18 June  Riccarton High School Exchange 

 
 

Pictured are Jocelyn (third from the left) with whānau and Kaikorai 

Valley College former and present colleagues, as well as her new 

Ministry of Education Director and Manager (first and second from 

the right). 

 



Subject Teacher Parent Interviews 

 

Tuesday 25th of May 2021  

2:00pm to 7:00pm  

in the school hall   

 

ONLINE BOOKINGS  

The online booking page for interviews with subject teachers is now open. Please log on to the link listed 

below entering the relevant code and follow the steps to book your interview times.   

 

The smooth running of the interviews relies on all parents keeping to the timetable.  

Please consider other parents and end your interviews on time.  

Go to  https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code?code=ggzky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

or go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and  

key in the Code ggzky  
and follow the steps   

 
 

If you enter an email address a confirmation email will be sent to you with details of the times you have booked. 

If you prefer to make your bookings over the phone or have any difficulties making bookings, please contact the 

school on 453 6035 and we will make the bookings for you.  
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Congratulations  
  
Congratulations to Mackenzie Dinnissen in Year 9 for her recent award at the 

Brighton Surf Lifesaving Prize Giving. Mackenzie was awarded the award for most 

promising lifeguard.  

This winter, she will begin training for her lifeguard award following her time in 

the Junior Surf programme in recent years. Mackenzie’s potential as an excellent 

future lifeguard has been acknowledged by her club and we at KVC are very proud 

of her. She is a fine example of Kaikorai Valley College citizenship! 

 

 

Thank you 

 
 

The Bendigo Valley Sports and Charity Foundation has given the school a grant of 

$10,000 to be used for chromebooks, 2 large screens and sports uniforms. We are 

very grateful for the continued support of this group; each year they give us a grant 

for much needed equipment for our students. They have a number of venues in 

Dunedin - Cableways, Concord Inn, Commercial Tavern, and the Valley Lodge are 

venues in our school area. 

 

 

Senior Reports 
 
Grade Summary Reports will be emailed out today 

for all students in years 11, 12 and 13. Please read 

these to get a summary of your students’ progress to 

date. These need to be read together with the 

Attitude to Learning reports which have information 

about your students’ attitudes in class and also 

written comments from teachers. 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tertiary Open Day is happening on Monday 24 May. 

 

 All Year 12 and 13 students who returned their signed permission slips are eligible to attend.  

 This is a great opportunity for students to explore the University of Otago and the Otago 

Polytechnic and experience the tertiary environment first hand.  

 Students are invited to visit special displays, presentations and explore the various facilities 

students use. The students have been given a programme outlining all the presentations for the 

day.  

 To ensure they make the most of their day please go over what presentations they intend to 

listen to relating to their career intentions.  

 Students are allowed to wear tidy mufti.  

 Transport is provided at no cost to the University of Otago or Otago Polytechnic leaving school 

at 8.40am, students are to go to the hall when they arrive at school, prior to getting on the bus.  

 Students need to find their own way home.  

 Normal timetabled classes are running for those students who are not going to the Tertiary 

Open Day. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Scholastic Book Orders – Issue 3 
 

Thursday 20th May is the last day for books to be ordered. 

Orders can be done online at Scholastic or handed in to the Library. 

 

 

https://www.scholastic.co.nz/parents/lucky-book-club/


 
 

 
 

Year 10 Vocational Pathway Speed Meet 

 

On Thursday all our Year 10 students travelled by bus 

to the Town Hall for the inaugural Vocational Pathway 

Speed Meet.  

 

Students had spent a period on Monday learning about 

the six Vocational Pathway Industries: Services 

Industry, Construction and Infrastructure, Creative 

Industries, Manufacturing and Technology, Social and 

Community Services and Primary Industries.  

 

A variety of different companies were represented:  

 Harrington Vaughan  

 Fulton Hogan brought along a civil engineering 

apprentice, electrical apprentice and an 

engineering apprentice. 

 Gilbert’s Fine Food had a Bakery apprentice  

 Saysh Music - a company that has been 

composing music for Hollywood Films 

 The Dunedin Botanical Gardens 

 Media Works 

 Electrical Training Organisation had a couple of apprentices to talk to our students who showed the 

students the type of tools they used.  

 

Jake Cockill, an ex KVC pupil, is now an apprentice joiner working for Stevenson and Williams. Jake was one of the 

Role Models talking about his career journey and brought along some of the pieces he has been creating.  

The students were actively engaged in talking with the Role Models, asking questions about what their jobs were 

like and what training they had undertaken to get where they were today etc.  

 

 

 

 

  

Activity Reports: 



Outdoor Education /Physical Education 
 
ODP and PE 300 students completed a day tramp in the Osbourne and Purakanui area on Wednesday. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Year 12 Outdoor Education students climb back up the 

sand dunes after sliding down on Boogie boards while at 

Smails Beach on Tuesday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Outdoor Pursuits students at the top of the Karetai 

Track. The class walked down to Smails beach on 

Wednesday afternoon. 

  



Science 

 
7Bd worked with “oobleck” to investigate the states of matter: solid and liquid with a non-newtonian fluid. 
 
  



  

 
 

From my limited own experience, maintaining a beehive is more challenging than installing it. Each year we 
seem to catch a swarm, which means that our apiary is growing, which equals more hives. However, it 
doesn't mean that we can sit back and wait for the next honey harvest! Keeping bees is such a lot of work 
and planning. I am grateful for the help of the students and teachers that make it possible. 
 
Beehive care and maintenance is supposed to start immediately after the installation work is completed. 
This is one of the most important things I came to learn. Proper maintenance will create the best options 
for the honey bees. Keeping the apiary structure strong and homey is key to promoting a healthy honey 
harvest—and will help prevent the insects from swarming. 
 
So on a very wet and cold day I decided to begin our clean-up operation with some of the following: 
1. Repair or Replace Damaged Beehive Parts 
Like other structures, beehives wear out with time, lowering their usefulness. Weather is the main threat to 
these apiary structures, and it can cause damages such as warping, cracking, rotting, and rusting. Other 
things that can damage hives are insects and 
large animals. 
 
I have identified some damaged parts on our 
hives, so I set about to repair them.  Some of 
these parts have been damaged beyond repair, 
so I need to replace them. 
 
Repairing and replacing the damaged parts 
strengthens the entire hive and makes it more 
resistant to weather, animals, and other 
destructive agents. It also keeps your structure 
in a good shape which adds some 
attractiveness to your garden. 
 
2. Install Entrance Blocks in Winter 
As the name suggests, entrance blocks are used to narrow the hive openings. They prevent heat loss in 
winter, while allowing adequate ventilation. They also prevent strange bees and other insects from 
accessing the hive interior. 
 
One way to install the blocks is to fix pieces of wood at the entrance, spacing them narrowly. Another way is 
to use a perforated material with holes that can allow bees in and out of the structure. 
 

3. Replace any Lost Beeswax 
Beeswax is quite important in a hive. It is used by the 
bees to make the combs. It is also used by the insects to 
line the structure interior, making it more comfortable. In 
addition, it strengthens the whole structure when it 
hardens in the joints. This week I have been melting 
down all of the wax scrapings from the hives. These are 
all the bits scraped off from the edges and frames. 
Keeping these clear of wax makes the process of opening 
the hive a lot easier. I put these in a muslin cloth and put 
them in boiling water. The wax leaches out of the cloth 
leaving any debris behind. When the water cools the 
clean wax can be scooped from the top and used again.  

 
  

Urban Farm 



 
4. Install a Rain Cover  
We use a galvanised metal lid on our hives, which keeps the rain and wind out, whilst providing some 
protection from the sun. 
 
5. Provide Adequate Ventilation for Your Beehive 
From my own experience, proper ventilation can keep a hive free from the damaging effects of 
condensation, freezing and high temperatures. I will be using the moisture mats that I made last year to 
absorb any condensation and to add an extra layer of warmth to the hives. 
 
We will add ventilation holes to improve air circulation. In freezing weather, we plan to cover our hive 
with wool from food box deliveries, to help prevent heat loss. 
 
6. Provide a Windbreak 
Strong winds can destroy beehives by overturning or 
dragging and crushing them on other objects. Wind 
can also introduce moist air to the hive interior, 
increasing the possibility of a more damaging 
condensation in cold weather. Our hives are 
protected from winds by trees. 
 
We didn't lose any colonies last winter and I am 
hoping not to lose any this year. With careful 
planning and care we should come into spring with 
four hives ready to thrive.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Radiation Therapy 
 
The University of Otago Radiation Therapy programme is 

running Cancer Centre tours in  Dunedin for 

students interested in studying Radiation Therapy. 

 

The attached posters list the venues and times for these 

tours. If students are interested in learning more about 

the tours see Mrs Beagley. 

 
 

  

Careers 



 
LEAVING SCHOOL Magazine 
 

The first issue of Leaving School Magazine – Issue 20 has arrived at school. This will be available in Whanau 

Groups and in the Library for all students. The magazine is packed full with lots of information that will be 

helpful to your students in Years 11–13 as they plan for their futures after finishing high school.  

 

Included in this issue is 

 advice for school leavers from six prominent New 

Zealanders 

 profiles on 13 young people making successful careers 

for themselves 

 profiles on nine jobs in the Primary Industry including 

employment prospects, length of study and 

prospective pay for each occupation. 

 details on the NZ Careers Expos taking place in May 

and June around the country 

 details on the new Online Digital Expo 

 tips on budgeting Apps to help students keep track of 

their spending 

 advice for students making the transition from 

High School to University 

 details on the Open Days at Universities and 

Polytechnics taking place from May to September 

2021. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NZ Defence Force  
 
The Dunedin Defence Recruiting Team will be 

conducting a Force Information Evening on the 16th 

of June and then again on the 20th of October 

2021. See Mrs Beagley if you are interested in 

attending. 

 
  



 
 
Winter sport is now underway. All relevant information is on the school website. Look under 

“ACTIVITIES/SPORT” and you will find an information page with start dates, costs and links for all the draws. 

We will also post draws on the school website for most sports as well. 

 
Miniball 

Our Miniballers played on Monday evening at the Edgar Centre. 

The Yr 8 Boys, KVC Cavaliers, had a great win over Balmac Spurs. Player of the day 

for that team was Van Taylor. 

 

 

 

The Girls team, KVC Sparks, had a tougher game but with a bit of practice they will get 

better. Player of the day for that team was Lucy Marsh. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yr 7 boys team, KVC Nuggets, also had a tough game. Player of the day was 

Brooklyn O’Brien. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The squash information is a little bit late 
as newsletter are every second week 
however I’m sure they will take late sign 
ups. Just get in touch with Otago Squash 
club and enquire. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sports 



There are some Otago Representative Trials coming up in various sports.  See below for more information. 

 

 

Otago Rugby League 13’s Girls team 

We are really excited to announce that Otago Rugby 

League will be fielding a 13’s and 15’s girl’s rugby 

league team in the annual Southern Zone Rugby 

League Tournament, this year it is in Invercargill. We 

are asking for nominations from coaches/schools 

for our Otago teams.  

There won’t be a trial, a final squad of 20 for both 

teams will be selected after the second training. 

Please see Ms Johnson, Sports Coordinator BEFORE 

FRIDAY 21 MAY.  

 

There will be a training for both 13’s and 15’s on 

Thursday 27th May, venue & time tbc.  

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Basketball Otago Trials 

Trials for Under 13 Boys and Girls will be held on 

Sunday May 23 and 30 at the Edgar Centre. The 

only cost will be the Edgar Centre door entry. 

Please click on the link below to register.  

Basketball Otago Trials     Click Here: 

 

 Note: Players must be born in 2008 or after. To be 

eligible for an age group, you must be the age or 

under the entire calendar year e.g. For 13s age 

group, you cannot turn 14 in 2021. 

 

 
 
 

https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=96886


 
 

 

Notices 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a little easier 
and you’ll be making a pro-planet choice too! The second-hand uniform 
shop sells a range of current regulation items in tidy, good, and even 

unbelievably good condition, which are priced against current retail prices. 
 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs and help 
restock our little shop. The Uniform Shop will buy uniform pieces based 
on their condition and its current stock levels.  It cannot purchase 

anything below the school’s minimum presentation standards and may 
decline to buy items of which it has plenty. 

 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the parent 
group offer financial assistance to other aspects of student life at 
KVC. 

 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent Group.  You 
will find it in B block, open Mondays from 4-6pm, though other times 
can be arranged.  If you have queries or would like a current list of 
available pieces and prices, call Rae 027 276 8652. 


