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Principal’s Comment                11 June 2021 
Kia ora koutou, greetings to all parents, caregivers and friends of the school. 

Over half way 
We are already at the end of week six and more than half way through the term.  Many 
would ask where the time has gone.  We have so far been very lucky to have avoided the 
bad weather, which is more than can be said for our friends in Canterbury. 
Many of you will have seen the Queen’s Birthday honours but some may have missed the 
Queen’s Service Medal (QSM) given to one of our previous staff members Mr Paul Tyson.  
Paul came to Kaikorai Valley College from Kenmure Intermediate in 1996 when it merged 
with Kaikorai Valley High School to become Kaikorai Valley College.  At the time he was 
Acting Principal of Kenmure Intermediate. 

Paul had a passion for education that will never leave.  Although his career in teaching 
wound to a close after 42 years in 2015 he has been, and still is, an educator.  His 
passion and commitment to bettering the lives of those he has taught, coached and 
mentored is evident in the meticulous planning and preparation he put into anything 
he does.   

While at KVC Paul modeled to staff the importance of routine and structure, building 
and forming relationships with staff and students and, above all else, genuinely caring 
for the students in his charge. He had a hugely positive influence on the life of so many 
students and their families.  I could easily go on but will let the description below tell 
what a giant of a man Paul really is.  Our congratulations to Paul and his family for this 
truly deserved recognition.  

  

Paul Eric Tyson - Services to sport and the community 
For Paul Eric Tyson, a standout achievement in his life was being made a life member of Otago Children’s Athletics, New 
Zealand Children’s Athletics, and Athletics Otago.  
"You never set out to achieve those sorts of things, you just give it your best, and for your peers to appreciate what you’re 
doing — it is something quite worthwhile," he said. 
Now, he is "humbled" to be awarded the Queen’s Service Medal for his services to sport and the community. 
Mr Tyson has a lifetime of involvement with sport in a voluntary capacity, particularly athletics, from grassroots to national 
governance level. 
He said his passion for athletics began in 1984, in Otautau, when his then 6-year-old daughter saw children doing athletics 
over their fence and asked to try it. 
"We went over and joined the Otautau club ... I started off helping and then got more and more involved. 
"I’m still going 40-odd years later," he said. 
Mr Tyson taught for 42 years in Whanganui, Southland and Dunedin before retiring from Kaikorai Valley College in 2014. 
Being a teacher, he knew the value of physical education and strived to give children the opportunity to take part in sport, 
grow, and achieve their goals, he said. 
Mr Tyson has been involved in sports administration as a volunteer coach, manager, event official, organiser, and support 
worker. He has managed local and regional after-school activities, senior track and field athletics, and the South Island 
Colgate Games. 
He also acted as the travelling assistant coach and manager for New Zealand athletes in the international Pacific Games. 
Mr Tyson has been president of the New Zealand Children’s Athletics Association and Athletics Otago, and was involved 
with Junior Chamber International New Zealand. 
He is also a highly valued rugby union referee, referee coach and mentor in Otago, across all club grades. 
Mr Tyson has been a Dunedin South Lions Club board member for 20 years, secretary since 2014, and was president in 
2004 and 2005, and said he "enjoyed every minute of it". 
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In our last newsletter I spoke about the “busyness” of the school calendar and all the things we have jammed in 
to provide for our students.  This coming week is no exception with “Harold” the Life Education bus on sight all 
week, the OSS Netball tournament, Yr 7 Swimming programme, Yr 13 Mates and Dates, and the Riccarton 
interchange.  

The Riccarton Interchange is set to take place Thursday and Friday, and has been taking place since 1962.  It is a 
very important connection with our sister school in Christchurch.  Two interchanges take place every year, but 
unfortunately COVID has very much interfered with these over the last 12 months.  We are very excited to be 
hosting Riccarton here in Dunedin this week and welcome them as we continue this long sporting competition. 
 
I understand there are approximately 80 students travelling down, accompanied by staff.   This does place a great 
strain on the school in arranging billets and we thank you for opening your homes to these young people.  I look 
forward to the games and am confident these will be played in a really positive spirit.   
 
Principal 
Rick Geerlofs 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Scholastic Book Orders 

If you would like to order books from Scholastic Issue 4 please hand in order at the Library or order online 

by the closing date of June 16.   

 

  

Important Dates: 

14 June  Big Sing 

   OSS Netball Tournament 

15 June  Year 13 Mates and Dates, Year 7 Swimming 

14-17 June “Harold” Life Education Bus 

17-18 June  Riccarton High School Exchange 

17 June  Riccarton Exchange Dance 7-9.45pm 

21 June  Year 11-12 Too Much Punch for Judy 

22 June  Year 13 Mates and Dates, Year 7 Swimming 

29 June  Year 13 Mates and Dates, Year 7 Swimming 

30 June  School Production “High School Spoof-ical” Matinee for schools 

1– 2 July  School Production “High School Spoof-ical”  7pm 

3 July  School Formal 

5 July  Debating Tournament 

6 July  PRIDE draw, Year 7 Swimming, 

9 July  Last day of Term 2 
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Riccarton Exchange 
Dance 

7 - 9.45pm 
Thursday 17th June 

Theme: Hawaiian 
Where:  School hall 

 
Years 9 – 13 are welcome to attend. 
Those with a billet must attend. 
Refreshments available to purchase on 
the night. 
Tickets must be purchased from the 
student office, before Thursday 
lunchtime. 

NO DOOR SALES 

 
  

KVC FORMAL 

 

Where:  Otago Museum 

When:  3rd July 

Time:  7-10.30pm 

Theme:  Red Carpet 

Price:  $110 

 

 

Students wishing to attend who have 

already paid their $20 deposit are 

required to pay the remaining $90 by 

Friday the 25th of June 



Generous Donation of Sports gear 
 
Kaikorai Valley College received a generous donation of $1,000.00 worth of sports gear from South Fuels recently. 

South Fuels Marketing manager, Reece Winter visited the school recently and handed over the sports gear to 

Head of Sports, Mr Jeremy Scott. The gear will be used by the Junior College and PE Classes. 

The donation is a programme run by South Fuels where one of their customers donates a portion of the Fuel 

expense to this programme and nominates the school they wish to receive either Sports gear or electronic 

equipment.   

The school is grateful to Steve Jones Logging Ltd., for considering the school and because of their generosity the 

school has received several of these donations in recent years. 

Thanks South Fuels!  

Thanks Steve Jones Logging we appreciate your kindness! 

 
 

PE Teacher Jeremy Scott with Reece Winter from South Fuels 

 receiving the generous donation of $1,000.00 worth of sports gear! 

 

  

 
 

Kirsty Esquilant 
SOCIAL WORKER 

 
Based at KVC on a Wednesday and Thursday from 9am until 3pm. 

 
Kia Ora! 

My name is Kirsty and I am a social worker based at KVC. I am from Dunedin 
originally but have been living in London for 5 years and moved back at the 
start of this year. I am working alongside Ms Gillespie and am excited to be a 

part of the KVC community. 



 

 
 

Music 
 
Trip to Otago University recording studio 

This past Tuesday, several of our senior Music composition and performance students were welcomed onto the 

Otago Universities, new, recording studio. They were given the grand tour and some insight into the recording 

world. Students will begin recording her own songs at school over the next two terms.  

 
 

Outdoor Education /Physical Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Activity Reports: 



Science 
 

Year 13 Physics 

Ten students went to the University for an afternoon workshop. They took a tour of Associate Professor Mikkel 

Andersen's laboratory and took pictures of single Rubidium atoms manipulated by lasers.  

 

 

They also completed two experiments: one 

on the photoelectric effect using sodium 

lamps and calculated the maximum energies 

of the emitted photoelectrons, and one on 

the hydrogen spectrum calculating the 

wavelengths of 3 of the visible spectral lines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Life Topic 

9V built harakeke putiputi (NZ Flax 

roses) as part of their work on the Life 

topic.  



Year 7 Science 

As part of the study of the water cycle in Science, 7BD created clouds in bottles by increasing then suddenly 
decreasing the pressure on the moist 

  



Outdoor Education 

 

 

 

 
ODP students went biking up on the 
Otago Peninsula on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 
Year 12 Outdoor Ed students 
went orienteering at Ross Creek 
on Tuesday afternoon last week 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor Pursuits students trekked up 
Flagstaff on a fine Wednesday afternoon. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Sustainability is a word that is now regularly used and often I have to keep reminding myself what does this really 

mean? I try very hard to reuse, regenerate and to replenish the Urban Farm with spending as little money as 

possible, whilst creating systems that will benefit the upkeep of the farm and students visiting for the inevitable 

future. A simple definition of sustainability is -”meeting your own needs without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet theirs.” Tick! I think we manage to do that very consciously and naturally in the way we work 

with and on the Farm. In addition there are two other areas that fall into the big picture of what is sustainable, 

and these relate to social and economic needs for example: creating social equity and the development of 

economic resources. When these three key areas overlap we can create a balance in environmental systems, 

economic independence and secure livelihoods which adds to the ultimate goal of family, community health and 

security. 

 

It has been great fun working in these areas of sustainability and seeing them come to fruition on the Urban Farm. 

We recently added up our ‘Honey Money’ pot, which is our takings that we make from the sale of our products 

that we grow and produce on the farm, to date we have bought our chicken step feeder and our electric fence 

fault finder and currently have a balance of $548. It would be great to buy something that we really need for the 

space; I was thinking of a night time infrared camera that links to your phone, so we can detect the wildlife visiting 

and the nighttime activity? But other ideas would be much appreciated. 

 

Well with only 28 weeks to go until Christmas!! We have been busy with two of our 

groups planning some sustainable handmade projects that can be sold for the Festive 

Season. We recently had a large branch blown down in a storm. This has been sawn 

into logs of various sizes which we have started using to create Festive Reindeers, 

ready for sale as the end of the year approaches. The groups have worked hard to 

establish a production line to create a fun, 

creative and quality product that will bring a 

smile to your face. They have been busy using saws, fret saws, whittling 

knives, power drills and good old fashioned hand drills to build this nature's 

jigsaw. It sounds easy, but we have had trials and tribulations in finding the 

‘right’ type of wood to use as legs, eyes, ears 

and noses! Not too green, dry enough, hard 

enough, thick enough. Wood that doesn't split 

when you cut it, nail it or glue it! Not as easy as 

it looks. But the journey has been a good one 

with a plan created, learning from our mistakes 

so that future reindeer builders are freed from 

the ‘pain’ we endured in getting them ‘just so’.  

 

If you would like to order one of Santa’s crew or have an idea for our ‘Honey Money’ please email the Urban 

Farm at nirushbrook@kvc.school.nz or text 027 577 0754.  

 

  

Urban Farm 
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We have a busy week ahead of us with the Otago Secondary Schools Netball Tournament coming up this Sunday 

and Monday, and then the Riccarton High School Winter Exchange on Thursday and Friday. 

Our Senior and Junior A Teams are involved in the netball tournament this weekend. They will be playing two full 

games a day against teams from all over Otago. A huge thanks to our coaches Sharolyn Isaacs and Sara Dore, and 

also our nominated umpires Dorothy Jacobsen and Jenna Thompson. Good luck to all the players. 

Well done to our Cross Country Runners who ran in miserable conditions in the Otago Secondary Schools Race here 

at KVC on Thursday. Runners were Ieuan McAulay, Thomas Burns, Tyrone Bell, Ashtyn Turner, Aedan Dinnissen, 

Liam Bennett and Vajk Peter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Riccarton Winter Exchange 
On Thursday around 2.30pm the Riccarton students will be arriving from Christchurch. On Thursday afternoon from 

3pm onwards there will be Table Tennis and Basketball in the Gym Complex. 

The School Dance will be held in the Hall from 7.00pm until 9.45pm. On Friday morning there will be Netball and 

Badminton in the Gym and then Football and Debating later in the morning. 

 

At this time we are still urgently looking for more families to billet the Riccarton students. 
 

If you can help with this, please email Mrs Johnson. The Exchange will only proceed if we can find enough places 

for the billets. 

Theresa Johnson- Sports Coordinator 

M: 027 543 4251    E: thjohnson@kvc.school.nz 

 

Sports 
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Centre  Staff 
Students and staff at the centre are very pleased to welcome our new full-time, 

permanent  teacher, Gill Whyman who joined us officially last week. Gill comes to 

us with an extensive experience of working in education both here and overseas. 

Gill replaces Jocelyn Springthorpe. Daryll Hananeia was successful  in applying for 

the position as Head of the Brathwaite centre – congratulations! Mark Tweedale is 

working in the part- time, fixed-term position. 

 
 
Sport Otago 

Every Wednesday afternoon students from the centre go off site to take part 

in activities organised by Sport Otago. A number of schools take part in these 

activities such as petanque or athletics and each week someone  from the 

large group is nominated as Sports 

Person of the day. Last week this 

award was jointly awarded  to 

Lukas and Omar – well done guys! 

Shown are  the lads holding the cup 

and also a piece of writing  that 

Omar did based around winning the 

award. 

 

      
 

Student of the Week 

We are going to chose a student each week who exemplifies some of the PRIDE 

values. This week we have chosen Damion Webb who has shown great 

participatation and contribution. His certificate shows  him turning over the soil in 

the centre’s veggie patch at the Urban Farm. Well done Damion! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hands-on money activities 
Students have been handling real money  to 

learn about the different coins – there sizes, 

colours and values. Handling and feeling the 

weight and texture of real coins is much more beneficial than using  the plastic play 

money that is available. Here Ella and Cody sort out coins by size and colour. 

.  

 

 
 
 

Brathwaite Centre 



 
 

 

  

Notices 

 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop 

Buy pre-owned uniform pieces to help your budget breathe a 
little easier and you’ll be making a pro-planet choice too! The 
second-hand uniform shop sells a range of current regulation 
items in tidy, good, and even unbelievably good condition, 
which are priced against current retail prices. 

 

Sell your clean and undamaged uniforms, recoup some costs 
and help restock our little shop. The Uniform Shop will buy 
uniform pieces based on their condition and its current stock 
levels.  It cannot purchase anything below the school’s 
minimum presentation standards and may decline to buy 
items of which it has plenty. 

 

Swap ill-fitting pieces for larger or smaller sizes. 
 

Donate no longer needed uniform items and help the 
parent group offer financial assistance to other 
aspects of student life at KVC. 

 

The Second-hand Uniform Shop is run by the KVC Parent 
Group.  You will find it in B block, open Mondays from 4-
6pm, though other times can be arranged.  If you have 
queries or would like a current list of available pieces and 
prices, call Rae 027 276 8652. 



Physiotherapy at KVC with PHYSIO PERFORMANCE 
Ashleigh, physiotherapist, is now available at school. 
Appointments from 12-3pm every Friday in the Counsellor’s office for all students and staff. 
Under ACC - the service is free at the school for all KVC staff and students.  
Non ACC - clients will receive a reduced rate. To make an appointment. 
: 03 477 2853 : 020 4141 7994 text or call          : info@physioperformance.co.nz 

 

 


